
   



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC POLICY ANALYSIS AT FUNDAÇÃO GETULIO VARGAS

 

DAPP Report – The week on the networks  
The political debate: Clash between Marina and Bolsonaro during TV debate causes an 
increase of around 126% in mentions to the Rede candidate 
Map of interactions: A group with 54.4% of the profiles engaged on the debate does not have 
any preference for a certain candidate, but are opposed to the PSL deputy 
Thematic debate: Corruption, Security and Economy remain a priority on the networks; wage 
inequality between men and women becomes a highlight  

Executive Summary 

● Clash between Marina and Bolsonaro during the debate at Rede TV! 

causes an increase of around 126% in mentions to the Rede candidate 
on Twitter, who reached the same level of participation of Ciro and 

Alckmin; 

● Despite registering a peak on Saturday (18), Bolsonaro dropped by 

8.7% in volume of mentions compared to the last Report; 

● The narrative clash about who is the best representative of the 
interests of evangelical groups causes the religion issue to be present 

in 8.4% of the mentions to Bolsonaro and in 27.9% of the mentions to 
Marina; 

● Around 8.7% of the interactions collected in the debate about the 

presidential hopefuls were prompted by automated accounts; in 

Lula’s support group, interactions generated by bots reached 14% in 
his field and, regarding the support for Bolsonaro, automated 

interactions reached 10% in his field; 

● The map of interactions with 3,075,687 retweets about presidential 
hopefuls and the elections revealed a group formed by 54.4% of the 

profiles engaged on the debate who have no preference for a specific 
candidate but are united in their criticism of Bolsonaro and his 

supporters; 
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● João Amoêdo is the second candidate with the most interactions on 

Facebook (1.66 million in the seven days we analyzed), only behind 
Lula (1.69 million) and surpassing Bolsonaro (1.3 million); 

● The analysis of macro themes monitored in association with the 

candidates showed that Corruption, Public Security and Economy 
remained a priority on the networks; 

● The higher volume of mentions in the economic discussion is 

associated with the TV debate. The question-and-answer session also 

prompted a high repercussion on the networks about wage inequality 
between men and women. 

1. The debate about the candidates 

After her clash with Jair Bolsonaro in the debate last Friday (17) at Rede 
TV!, Marina Silva obtained, for the first time, a noticeable increase in her 

presence in the electoral discussions on the social networks – and with a 
strong impact due to discussions about gender and religion. The Rede 

candidate, who so far has seen low volumes of engagement on Facebook and 
of mentions on Twitter, reached a new level in both networks, mobilizing 

more followers and engaging a much higher volume of references. While 

Marina rarely obtained more than 10 thousand mentions per day on Twitter 
before the two TV debates, she has doubled this volume after the clash with 

the congressman, reaching the same level of participation of Ciro Gomes and 
Geraldo Alckmin in the political discussions on the network. 

Lula, who is absent from the debates, has once again come closer to 
Bolsonaro in terms of presence on Twitter, after two weeks with drops in 

his volume of references. The last electoral polls – which point to an increase 
in the intentions to vote for the PT candidate – and the recommendation by 

the UN Human Rights Committee that Lula should be able to run for the 

presidency contributed to his growth in the discussions. In addition to the 
significant repercussion of these two subjects, there was also a strong 

campaign by partisan and militancy profiles to share publications criticizing 
the absence of the PT ticket at Rede TV! 

Close to each other in the opinion polls, Ciro and Alckmin had a similar 
performance on Twitter since last Friday (17), even in the themes in which 

they participated the most in the discussions. On Facebook, however, Ciro 
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was now able to attract more engagements than Alckmin, and so did 

Guilherme Boulos, who is less mentioned than both of them on Twitter and 
has been able to perform consistently well during his TV participations. 

Another absence in the Rede TV! debate, João Amoêdo continues to have an 
average daily volume of mentions higher than 15 thousand on Twitter and a 

significant number of interactions obtained on Facebook, similar to Lula’s 
(almost 1.7 million interactions), although he makes less posts than the 

former president. 

1.1 Map of interactions in the debate via Twitter 
To build a map of interactions, we collected 4,440,629 tweets and 3,075,687 

retweets about the presidential hopefuls and the elections between August 
15 and 21. We filtered the illegitimate interferences in the debate – 267,678 

retweets (8.7%) involving accounts identified by FGV DAPP as bots – and 
kept only the 2,808,009 organic interactions. We observed four main groups 

participating in the debate (two less than in last week’s analysis). 

Map of interactions without bots on the presidential hopefuls 
2,808,009 retweets | Date of analysis: Aug 15 to Aug 21 

!  

Pink – 54.42% of the profiles: does not have a clear alignment except for opposing Bolsonaro. Includes the profiles of Marina 
Silva, Ciro Gomes, Cabo Daciolo, José Maria Eymael and Vera Lúcia.  

Red – 16.70% of the profiles: profiles aligned with the left wing. Includes the profiles of Lula and Guilherme Boulos.  
Orange – 7.82% of the profiles: a group that supports mostly João Amoedo. Includes the profiles of João Amoedo, Geraldo 

Alckmin, Alvaro Dias and Henrique Meirelles 
Dark blue – 17.72% of the profiles: Bolsonaro’s support group. Includes Jair Bolsonaro’s profile.  
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Table of data of the whole debate (with bots) 

!  

Pink group 

It is the group aggregating the most profiles in the period analyzed (54.4%); 
however, in terms of interactions, it is in third place, generating only 24.1% of 

the volume of retweets. The group does not demonstrate a clear preference 
for a candidate, although they explicitly reject Jair Bolsonaro – the main 

tweets criticize the candidate and his electors, sharing messages in the 
form of jokes. Due to the clash between Marina and Bolsonaro in the debate, 

she was also often mentioned in the group in a positive way. The profiles in 
the group also praised the separation made by Marina between her personal 

beliefs and the secular state. 

Blue group 

The second biggest in number of profiles (17.7%), the blue group is the most 

active of the groups, accounting for 43.5% of the interactions. In general, 
the profiles show support for Bolsonaro, and the main tweets were made 

by the candidate’s own profile, who talked about various subjects. The most 
shared tweet by the deputy criticizes the UN due to the recommendation by 

their Human Rights Committee that Lula should participate in the elections. 
The group also shared some surveys about voting intentions online, 

defending the idea that the current electoral polls are biased. They also 
mention the issue of the Venezuelan immigration in the state of Roraima, 

which, according to a message by jurist Janaína Paschoal, would not have 
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happened if the PT administration had not sent money to Nicolás Maduro. 

There is also repercussion of pastor Silas Malafaia’s criticism of Marina Silva 
in the group. 

Red group 

This group was third place in number of profiles in the debate during the 

analysis, with 16.7%, and second place in terms of interactions: 25.7%. The 
profiles have a left-wing political alignment and their main influencers are 

Lula, Fernando Haddad and PT’s official profile on Twitter. Among the most 
shared messages are mentions defending the candidacy of the former 

president. There were also a few posts by Evo Morales and Nicolás Maduro 

defending Lula’s candidacy. The group also shared the recent statement by 
the UN Human Rights Committee for the former president’s candidacy. 

Orange group:  
This group aggregated the least amount of users (7.8%), and also the one 

generating the least volume of debate (6.1%).  The profiles demonstrated 
support for João Amoedo’s candidacy, who is also the main influencer in the 

group. They also shared messages criticizing former president Lula’s 
candidacy.  

Automated accounts 

Out of the whole debate, 0.4% of the profiles were identified as bots and 

generated around 8.7% of the discussions (267,678 retweets). Although we 

found only 620 automated profiles in the blue group and 699 in the red 
group, the bots in the blue group are more active, generating more 

interactions: 134,087 (216 interactions per bot). However, as we 
highlighted previously, the red group is not far behind, accounting for 

117,203 interactions (167 interactions per bot), indicating a strong 
engagement of the bots in the blue and red groups when compared to the 

other groups, which show a much lower average of interactions with bots.  

1.2. The general debate on Twitter 

Maintaining the pattern we already verified last week, the mentions to the 
presidential candidates on Twitter oscillate mainly due to the TV debate, 

which contributed to the main peak of mentions to all presidential hopefuls 

(between August 17 and 18), but with especial repercussion in the 
references to Marina and Bolsonaro. With their confrontation during the 

broadcast, Marina, who had been having difficulties engaging the audience 
on the network, registered a volume of mentions 126.6% higher than in the 

previous seven days – an increase that was only smaller than João Vicente 
Goulart’s (155.6%), who, however, still has a very low expression on Twitter 
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and is not among the ten most mentioned candidates on the network in the 

period analyzed. 

Evolution of mentions on Twitter - Top 10 - Aug 16 to Aug 22 

!  

Bolsonaro, in turn, despite a significant peak of mentions on Saturday (18), 

registered a drop of 8.7% in volume of mentions compared to the last 
period analyzed. Among the tweets with the most repercussion, the 

highlights are those that criticize, sometimes ironically, the supposed lack of 
knowledge of the candidate about economy and his proposals for the 

security area. There were also frequent mentions to the controversy with 
Marina. In that case, when the emphasis of the publication was the more 

“aggressive” stance by the Rede candidate, the outcome of the confrontation 

seems to be negative for Bolsonaro. But when the approach highlighted the 
religious aspect, Bolsonaro was praised.  
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Themes associated with the political actors  – Top 10 – Aug 16 to Aug 22  1

!  

The religious issue represented 8.4% of the references to Bolsonaro and 

27.9% of the mentions to Marina. In both cases, we may say that there is a 
narrative clash regarding the candidate who would be the best 

representative of the interests of evangelical groups. In the publications 
associated with Marina, for example, there is criticism of her views on 

abortion, which is against Christian values according to some users, and 
praise for her defense of a secular state. 

In addition to the debate, the release of new voting intentions polls between 

Tuesday (21) and Wednesday (22) also resulted in a momentary increase in 
mentions to the candidates (except for Boulos and Daciolo), congregating the 

news articles about the results and questions, especially by Bolsonaro 
electors, about the reliability of the data presented.  

It is also important to highlight, in the case of publications about Lula, the 
significant role of a third theme: the UN recommendation that his candidacy 

should be maintained until the case becomes final and unappealable.  The 
subject accounted for 19% of the mentions to Lula in the period analyzed. 

The analysis of the macro themes monitored in association with the 

 The thematic categories of the DAPP Report include subthemes of the debate regarding each subject, incorporating 1

discursive references to several topics that integrate the macro themes. Regarding Economy, there is a monitoring of 
mentions to issues such as unemployment, taxes, inflation, interest rates, exchange, financial market, government 
budget, reforms (labor, social security, tax) and privatizations, among others, as well as mentions to institutions of 
economic nature, such as the BNDES, Central Bank, Federal Revenue Service and BM&F Bovespa. The DAPP Report 
also includes research about health, education, public security, corruption and immigration. The category Social 
Development incorporates mentions to hunger, extreme poverty, the fight against poverty and social programs for 
reducing inequality.

 !  7
!  

DAPP REPORT 



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC POLICY ANALYSIS AT FUNDAÇÃO GETULIO VARGAS

candidates showed that Corruption, Public Security and Economy remained 

a priority on the networks. Marina Silva was highlighted in the Health theme 
due to her statements on abortion. 

1.3. The debate on Facebook 

In absolute terms, Lula obtained the largest volume of engagement in his 

official page on Facebook, with 1.69 million interactions, followed closely by 
Amoêdo, who had 1.66 million. While the PT candidate registered a higher 

oscillation in the volume of interactions, with highlight to posts about the UN 
recommendation and about poll results, Amoêdo showed a little more 

constant engagement in the period analyzed. Bolsonaro came in third place, 
with 1.3 million interactions, and Guilherme Boulos in fourth, with 194.7 

thousand. 

Engagement in pages of political actors 
Top 10 – Aug 16 to Aug 22 

!  

Considering the engagement average per post, however, Bolsonaro obtained 
the best results, with a much lower volume of publications than the second 

and third places – Amoêdo and Lula, respectively. Daciolo, Marina and Ciro 
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showed very similar volumes of engagement in absolute terms, but Daciolo 

and Marina obtained a better average – in Marina’s case, especially due to 
the publications in her official page about the controversy involving 

Bolsonaro. 

Engagement x Posts by political actors 
Top 10 – Aug 16 to Aug 22 

  

Source: Facebook | Elaborated by: FGV DAPP 

1.4. News repercussion 

The engagement on news about presidential candidates made up more than 
17.3 million interactions on Twitter and Facebook, between August 16 and 

22, among likes, comments and shares. This volume is 50% larger that last 
week: 11.7 million interactions between August 9 and 15. The candidates 

whose news pieces had the most engagement are still Lula, with 7.8 million 
interactions in 6.4 thousand links, and Bolsonaro, with 5.5 million 

interactions in 53.1 thousand links. 

Engagement of news on presidential candidates 
on Facebook and Twitter – Aug 16 to Aug 22 

Engagement
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The top 3 news pieces about each of the presidential hopefuls with the most 
engagement on Twitter and Facebook between August 16 and 22 

approached the UN support for Lula’s candidacy (165.9 thousand 
interactions); an  investigation of the Bolsonaro family’s property (161 

thousand); a voting intention poll carried out by Ibope (135.8 thousand). 

Candidate Links Facebook Twitter Total

Lula 6,470 7,661,023 131,265 7,792,288

Bolsonaro 3,155 5,385,885 84,358 5,470,243

Alckmin 1,650 997,502 15,589 1,013,091

Amoêdo 213 865,787 9,564 875,351

Ciro c 812,387 10,852 823,239

Marina 683 638,467 9,259 647,726

Boulos 349 314,155 5,016 319,171

Daciolo 196 193,577 2,539 196,116

Eymael 15 137,587 863 138,450

Meirelles 291 60,916 956 61,872

Álvaro Dias 52 27,512 148 27,660

Vera Lúcia 47 9,036 67 9,103

João Goulart Filho 14 2,753 18 2,771

Total 14,287 17,106,587 270,494 17,377,081
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News piece with the most engagement about each presidential hopeful on 
Facebook and Twitter – Aug 16 to Aug 22 

2. The economic debate 

The higher volume of mentions in the economic debate is mostly associated 

with the presidential debate at Rede TV!, in which the economy was one of 
the main topics of discussion. The question-and-answer session also 

prompted a high repercussion on the networks about wage inequality 
between men and women. Those were also the most associated themes with 

the clash between candidates Jair Bolsonaro, who remains with the most 
mentions in the economic debate, and Marina Silva, in sixth place.  

Publication Headline Twitter Facebook Total

Aug 17 BREAKING NEWS:UN decides that Lula 
has the full right to be a candidate

7,515 158,381 165,896

Aug 20 Bolsonaro’s son increases property by 

432% in 4 years

2,225 158,791 161,016

Aug 20 Ibope poll: Lula, 37%; Bolsonaro, 18%, 
Marina, 6%; Ciro, 5%; Alckmin, 5% 
(Amoêdo, Boulos and Eymael)

845 134,975 135,820

Aug 18 Marina clashes against Bolsonaro for 

women and guns: “you think you can 
solve everything in a shouting contest"

111 60,875 60,986

Aug 22 Datafolha poll: Lula, 39%; Bolsonaro, 19%; 

Marina, 8%; Alckmin, 6%; Ciro, 5% 
(Daciolo)

510 43,720 44,230

Aug 17 The best collages with the photo of Lula’s 
candidacy registration made by our 

readers (Álvaro Dias)

67 7,915 7,982

Aug 19 ‘Bolsominions, disarm your 
heart’ (Meirelles)

94 6,478 6,572

Aug 17 Luiza Trajano gets 7 presidential 

candidates to hold hands and sing Raul 
Seixas in question-and-answer session 
(Vera Lúcia)

8 3,559 3,567

Aug 20 Ibope: Lula leads with 37% against 

Bolsonaro’s 18% (João Goulart Filho)
4 925 929
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Evolution of mentions on Twitter – Top 10 on the economic debate 
Aug 16 to Aug 22 

!  

Source: Twitter | Elaborated by: FGV DAPP 

Almost a third of the posts by the PSL candidate was related to the same 

theme, most of them resulted in the repercussion of a viral tweet criticizing 
Bolsonaro’s lack of knowledge about economics (18.6%). To a lesser extent, in 

the debate about wage inequality, there were also supportive messages in 

general and a defense of his response in which he criticizes Marina for her 
lack of positioning about abortion and drug legalization.  

Regarding Lula, there was a highlight for the series of tweets by the PT 
official profile about the economic proposals of his government plan, which 

had a stronger repercussion after the release of the electoral polls results. 

Ciro Gomes, in third place in volume of mentions, continues to be mentioned 

mostly due to his statements about the Labor Reform. Last week, there was 
strong repercussion about the confusion regarding statements by Ciro and 

his vice, senator Kátia Abreu, about the candidate’s position concerning 

whether the measure should be revoked. In addition, the Ceiling Amendment 
was another debate theme associated with Ciro, especially after the debate 

on TV, and the clash with Alckmin regarding this subject. 
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João Amoêdo saw some growth last week due to his statements about 

economics in his page and also due to his participation in events. Among the 
themes approached, the ones with the highest repercussion were his defense 

of privatizations and of the Social Security Reform. 
  

3. What to observe 

● Radio and TV – the clashes between the candidates will likely continue 
to have repercussions and influence the engagement in their profiles 

on the networks. The impact of the upcoming debates on Bolsonaro’s 
support group deserves special attention – according to a statement by 

the PSL acting president this Wednesday (22), the candidate might not 

participate in any other debate with his adversaries during the 
campaign. The former captain is the leader among the presidential 

hopefuls in terms of fans and followers on the social networks and 
relies on them to compensate for the lack of radio and TV time for his 

campaign, which starts on the 31st.  

● Proposals on the networks – The candidates are slowly dedicating 

more space for the proposals in their government programs on the 
social networks. It is important to observe the themes approached the 

most by each presidential hopeful, which are often not related to the 
most mentioned themes in the programs registered in the TSE and 

might be a preview of what will be highlighted on the radio and TV. 

● The PT – The situation of Lula’s candidacy will likely continue to be a 
topic in a significant part of the electoral discussions in the press and on 

the networks.   

● Wage inequality – This subject has been growing on the networks, 

especially after the presidential debate at Rede TV!. The association of 
this theme with other topics related to women might become a 

strategy for the electoral platforms. 

● Privatizations – The presentation of economic proposals by the 

candidates continues to be a topic of part of the debate on the 

networks. The discussions regarding privatizations usually cause 
polarization and will likely make a comeback in the upcoming weeks, 

especially after the large repercussion caused by João Amoêdo’s 
government plan.

 !  13
!  

DAPP REPORT 


