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DAPP Report – The week on the networks  

The political debate: Alckmin gains space on Twitter with decision of the Superior Electoral 
Court (TSE) on Lula’s candidacy and confront with Bolsonaro provoked by a campaign video. 

Theme debate: On the debate about presidential candidates, the group more aligned to the left 
now starts to post more in support of Ciro Gomes more prominently.  

Economic debate: Fire in the National Museum mobilizes discussions on public accounts and 
budget choices.  

Executive Summary 

● With TSE’s decision on Lula’s candidacy and confront with Bolsonaro, 

Alckmin gains space on Twitter, taking the second place in volume of 
mentions (525 thousand); 

● Bolsonaro sustains the breath registered on the previous week (2.23 

million tweets) with a debate provoked by a video of Alckmin’s 
campaign directed at him, as well as the repercussion to the interview 

on “JN”; 

● With Lula’s exit from the dispute, the group identified on the map of 

interactions as more aligned to the left now starts to post more  in 
support of Ciro Gomes; 

● PDT’s candidate is the third most mentioned on Twitter, followed by 

Fernando Haddad, who has a debate mainly based on the TSE’s 
decision to challenge Lula’s candidacy; 

● Even though the fire at the National Museum mobilized more than 2.5 

million tweets in less than 48 hours, the tragedy did not play a leading 
role in the debate of the candidates; 
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● The fire increased references to Culture, a more relevant topic; 

correspondingly, the debates on Boulos, who was criticized for an 
alleged "political use" of the tragedy, and on Meirelles, who was 

mentioned in criticism due to budget cuts to the field; 

● João Amoêdo still leads the engagement on Facebook, with 2.2 
million interactions, followed by Bolsonaro with 2 million; 

1. Debate on candidates 

With the election run coming towards the end of the first round and with Lula 

already banned by the Superior Electoral Court to run for president, the 

contrast between the presidential candidates has intensified. This was 
stronger in the discussion about Geraldo Alckmin and Jair Bolsonaro this 

week, whose references and engagements in social networks reflected the 
impact of the antagonism that has been opposing both. The PSDB candidate, 

previously in confront with Ciro Gomes and Marina Silva for more presence 
on the networks, became more visible on Twitter, but did not convert this 

visibility into Facebook results. 

Without Lula, Bolsonaro (2.23 million tweets) is further isolated as the most 

influential actor in electoral discussions on both networks — FGV DAPP has 
been following the TSE’s decision and the research institutes’ position as of 

the present DAPP Report comes to present Fernando Haddad (346.9 

thousand) among presidential candidates, and no longer the ex-president. 
This fact, along with the confront with Bolsonaro due to the PSDB’s 

candidate campaign video in reference to the congressman, Alckmin (525 
thousand), who has shown continuous growth in Twitter mentions since the 

end of August, rose from the fifth to the second place since August 30, ahead 
of Ciro (392.8 thousand) and Marina (331 thousand).  

Even though the debate about the National Museum fire generated a 
tremendous volume of references on social networks since Sunday (02), the 

topic is still secondary in the electoral discussion —, Bolsonaro and the 

PSDB's candidate were the two most important players, mainly because of 
opponents’ critics. Right behind, followed João Amoêdo, who has been rising 

on Facebook for months, and has been managing to mobilize an expressive 
number of mentions on major topics of the presidential race. 

 !  2
!  

DAPP REPORT 



DIRETORIA DE ANÁLISE DE POLÍTICAS PÚBLICAS DA FUNDAÇÃO GETULIO VARGAS

1.1 Map of interactions in the debate via Twitter 
Between Aug 29 and Sept 5, 4,572,835 tweets and 3,320,984 retweets were 

collected about the presidential candidates. From this data, a map of 
interactions was generated, in which it is possible to identify four major 

groups, with distinct engagements on the debate. 2709 automated profiles 
were found (0.3% out of the total number of profiles), responsible for 

171,623 interactions (5.2% out of the total). However, these profiles and 
interactions were not considered for analysis, which is based solely on 

organic interactions. 

Map of interactions without bots on presidential candidates 
3,149,361 tweets | Aug 28 to Sept 4 

!  
Orange: profiles in support of João Amoêdo. Includes profiles of João Amoedo, Marina Silva, Geraldo Alckmin, Henrique 

Meirelles, Álvaro Dias.  
Pink: total of profiles in opposition to Bolsonaro  

Red: group aligned with the left wing Includes profiles of Ciro Gomes, Guilherme Boulos, Fernando Haddad, Vera Lúcia, Cabo 
Daciolo, José Maria Eymael 

Blue: profiles that show support for Bolsonaro. Includes Jair Bolsonaro’s profile  
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Table of data of the whole debate (with bots) 

!  

Pink Group 
The volume of profiles in the group, the highest in the analyzed period, 

increased by about five percentage points in comparison to the previous 
analysis. Despite having 60% of accounts, the group is second in  

interactions, generating 33.8% of retweets. Profiles that do not show 
support for any particular politician, but are united in opposition to Jair 

Bolsonaro and in defense of humanitarian values — they stand against 

violence, which, according to them, is defended by the candidate and his 
voters, also criticized by the group. In general, profiles share joke-tinged 

tweets and memes, with playful comments about known political figures. 
There are also mentions to Marina Silva and journalist Renata Vasconcellos, 

who are defended by the members of the group for their stance of 
confrontation with Bolsonaro.  

Blue Group 
With 12.8% of profiles — about 3 percent points less than last week, the 

group remains as the one generating most interactions. 39.3% (41.4% last 

week). The group clearly supports Jair Bolsonaro, who is also the main 
influencer not only of the group, but of the whole map. The tweet that caused 

the greatest repercussion in the group belongs to the candidate and 
references Geraldo Alckmin’s propaganda video, in which the PSBD's 

candidate says “things aren’t solved by bullets”. In the post, Bolsonaro states 
that “flowers do not ensure peace” and it would only be possible to believe in 

candidates who defend this idea when they stop riding in armored cars and 
walking with armed guards. The topic is in other tweets of the candidate, that 
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were largely retweeted by the group, as well as other publications criticizing 

PSDB. 

Red Group 
The group contributed with 13% of profiles and was responsible for 
generating 17.2% of the debate. Profiles are left-aligned, and have Guilherme 

Boulos and Ciro Gomes as influencers. Fernando Haddad, in turn, appears as 
the group’s fourth main influencer, behind Folha de São Paulo’s profile — the 

newspaper shared a check of speeches from Bolsonaro’s interview to Jornal 
Nacional, which was one of the most shared tweets in the group. Among main 

publications, there are also other criticisms to Bolsonaro, for instance, 

regarding his stance on labor rights. The main post of the group shares a 
video, in which comedian Marcelo Adnet mimics Bolsonaro. Motivated by the 

National Museum fire, users of the group also criticize Alckmin for fires that 
occurred in SP museums during his administration. In addition, they appear 

more prominently than older publications in support of Ciro Gomes. The 
group's fourth main tweet, for example, shares an interview with PDT’s 

candidate to journalist Glenn Greenwald, in which he criticizes PT's "fraud" in 
insisting on the idea that Lula may be a candidate.  

Orange Group: 
It was the group that least added profiles (6.5%) and least generated 

interactions 6.8%. João Amoêdo was the main influencer, followed by 

comedian Marcelo Tas and presidential candidate Marina Silva. The main 
tweet of the group is the comedian’s, criticizing Boulos’s publication in which 

he blames Temer for cuts in resources destined to Culture. João Amoêdo is 
also shown as the author of a few of the main tweets of the group, criticizing 

campaign financing with public resources, asking voters to help spread the 
"orange wave", so that the candidate becomes more widely known as well as 

defending a political reform. 

Automated Profiles 
During the last week, bots represented 0.3% of total profiles in debate and 
5.2% of interactions, a number lower than the one found on the last DAPP 

Report, in which 0.4% of profiles and 6.3% interactions were identified as 
automated. The blue group was this week’s champion in automated 

interactions (9.6% of the group’s interactions; 131,570 retweets), showing an 
increase when compared to last week, in which 79,743 interactions were 

identified as automated (8% of interactions). 

Concerning automated interactions, the red group comes in second place, 

with 5% of the group’s interactions, adding 28,354 retweets. This shows a 
decrease in the group’s bot-generated interactions, as it presented 10.7% 

automated interactions in the last DAPP Report. 

 !  5
!  

DAPP REPORT 



DIRETORIA DE ANÁLISE DE POLÍTICAS PÚBLICAS DA FUNDAÇÃO GETULIO VARGAS

1.2. General debate on Twitter 

Jair Bolsonaro keeps leading the volume of mentions to presidential 

candidates on Twitter, with more than 2.2 million mentions. With Lula's 
candidacy challenged, the federal congressman distances himself from other 

presidential hopefuls on the networks — the volume of mentions to him is 
more than four times higher than Geraldo Alckmin’s, who is 2nd in this 

ranking.  

Recorded on Thursday (30), the most heated moment of the debate about 

PSL’s candidate still reverberates his interview to Jornal Nacional. Mentions 
to Alckmin’s campaign video directed at Bolsonaro were also under the 

spotlight. In a critical tone, part of the users accuses Alckmin of "pushing it" 

to get votes from PSL’s candidate, while other profiles use the video to 
complain about Bolsonaro's "aggressive" stance. A joke mocking the 

research’s reliability and proposing Twitter users to vote between Bolsonaro 
and several other actors had 53,700 references in the period, of which 26 

thousand were at peak. 

Alckmin rose from the fifth to the second place, maintaining a high volume of 

mentions throughout the week, mainly due to the aforementioned critics to 
Jair Bolsonaro on his TV program. On Wednesday (05), the references to the 

PSDB's candidate reached the apex, with 1.9 thousand tweets per hour. At 

the moment, Alckmin's remarks to reporters about Bolsonaro (which he 
considered as the worst candidate in the presidential race); repercussions on 

Michel Temer's video directed to PSDB’s candidate (mainly criticisms 
towards Alckmin, but with ironic remarks about the president); publications 

about the investigation on the candidate and his allies in corruption schemes; 
and Ibope's voting intention research (now with Alckmin being accused of 

attempting to censor data, sometimes with the more general reproduction of 
results) were added to the unfolding events of free political airtime.  
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Evolution of mentions on Twitter - Top 10 - Aug 30 to Sep 05 

!  

Ciro Gomes kept in third place, with a little over 300 thousand mentions in 
a week that started with a low volume of posts about the candidate and 

ended with quite an expressive spike, driven by the release of voting 
intentions of the pedetista, now with Lula out of the match.  Posts with 

greater repercussion support Ciro and also highlight the possibility of a 

victory over Bolsonaro in the second round, according to the Ibope survey. 
There are, on the other hand, publications of criticism, asking for votes for 

PSL’s candidate to prevent Ciro from winning. 

Haddad comes in fourth (with 346.8 mentions) and his debated is based on 

the TSE’s decision to challenge Lula’s candidacy. Two moments show an 
increase in the volume of mentions: 1st, on Saturday (01), right after the 

court ruling, and 2nd, on Wednesday (05), due to the release of Ibope’s data. 
In this case, messages are divided between support to petistas and criticism, 

pointing out that he would not “inherit” votes from the former president. 

Themes associated with political actors  – Top 10 – Aug 30 to Sept 05 1

 The thematic categories of the DAPP Report include various subthemes of the debate regarding each subject, 1

incorporating discursive references to several topics that integrate the macro themes. Specifically in Economy, there is a 
monitoring of mentions to issues such as unemployment, taxes, inflation, interest rates, exchange, financial market,  
government budget, reforms (labor, social security, tax) and privatizations, among others, as well as mentions to 
institutions of economic nature, such as the BNDES, Central Bank, Federal Revenue Service and BM&F Bovespa. The 
DAPP Report also contemplates research on health, education, public security, corruption, culture, housing and 
immigration. The category Social Development incorporates mentions to hunger, extreme poverty, the fight against 
poverty and social programs for reducing inequality.

 !  7
!  

DAPP REPORT 



DIRETORIA DE ANÁLISE DE POLÍTICAS PÚBLICAS DA FUNDAÇÃO GETULIO VARGAS

!  

Even though the National Museum fire mobilized more than 2.5 million 

mentions on Twitter within 42 hours, it did not come to be a headliner in the 
analysis of topics associated with candidates. Culture was the main subject in 

analysis of references only to Guilherme Boulos, who was much criticized by 
some users for his “political use” of the tragedy. Henrique Meirelles, who 

besides grieving the fire, was also mentioned in criticism for cutting down 
resources to the area. 

Following the pattern of the last few weeks, public security, Economy and 
Corruption follow as the monitored macro-themes most associated with 

presidential candidates. Geraldo Alckmin remains related to the topic of 

Education, thanks to criticisms about supposed deviations of funds for school 
meals during his administration in the government of São Paulo; meanwhile, 

Bolsonaro is mentioned in this context due to his statements about military 
schools and due to the book episode, displayed in his interview on Jornal 

Nacional.  

1.3. The debate on Facebook 

If on Twitter Amoêdo finds little space, placed in 6th in the volume of 
mentions, on Facebook, Novo’s candidate keeps leading engagement. The 

analysis of presidential candidates’ official pages shows Amoêdo with 2.2 
million interactions, followed by Bolsonaro, with 2 million. The main spike 
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of interactions in Amoedo’s page was on Friday (31), due to the sharing of his 

interview to Jornal Nacional. The second spike that got more engagement 
was on Wednesday (05), by addressing alleged frauds in the electronic ballots 

voting system, by sharing interviews with allies and images from his agenda 
in Brasília.  

Haddad, now considered in this analysis, appears in 3rd place of Facebook 
engagements, with emphasis on Saturday (01) — the only day with 

interactions over 100 thousand — with a rise motivated by publications 
about TSE’s decision on Lula’s candidacy. Marina, that had reached the fourth 

place with the impact of her interview to Globo broadcasting company, 

dropped to the 6th position last week, switching places with Ciro, who 
managed to broaden the volume of engagement on his page.  

Engagement in pages of political actors 
Top 10 – Aug 30 to Sept 05 

!  

However, when observing the volume of posts, Bolsonaro’s engagement 
average is far superior to Amoêdo’s, who published almost twice as the 

federal congressman during the analyzed period. The third best 

engagement rate is Cabo Daciolo’s, who has managed to obtain a good 
average per post despite occupying the 10th place in the total amount of 

interactions, especially when addressing the issue of the printed vote. 
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Fernando Haddad is in fourth, followed by Marina Silva, Ciro Gomes and 

Geraldo Alckmin. 

1.4. News repercussion 

News about presidential candidates totaled 14.8 million interactions on 
Facebook and Twitter between August 30 and September 5 (in 10.5 

thousand links) – among shares, comments and likes. Candidates with the 
most news engagement were were Bolsonaro, with 6.1 million interactions in 

3,2 thousand links, and Haddad, with 2.2 million interactions in 2 thousand 
links. 

Engagement in news about presidential candidates on Facebook and 

Twitter – Aug 30 to Sept 5. 

Source: Facebook and Twitter | Elaborated by: FGV DAPP 

Out of the main news of each presidential candidate, the three with greatest 
repercussion on Twitter and Facebook, between August 30 and September 5 

were on Bolsonaro’s statement about the National Museum (485.6 thousand 

Engagement

Candidate Links Facebook Twitter Total

Bolsonaro 3,285 6,103,595 79,618 6,183,213

Haddad 2,007 2,275,436 29,482 2,304,918

Alckmin 2,326 2,088,033 36,274 2,124,307

Amoêdo 375 1,725,513 18,882 1,744,395

Ciro 1,236 1,315,012 12,663 1,327,675

Marina 666 535,775 4,197 539,972

Boulos 192 212,479 3,138 215,617

Eymael 90 152,468 2,121 154,589

Daciolo 116 105,132 1,227 106,359

João Goulart 45 69,168 694 69,862

Meirelles 199 25,811 754 26,565

Alvaro Dias 34 23,721 561 24,282

Vera Lúcia 20 2,849 49 2,898

Total 10,591 14,634,992 189,660 14,824,652
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interactions); corruption claims against Haddad (201.6 mil); and Amoêdo’s 

performance on the presidential race (198.3 thousand). 
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News piece with the most engagement on each presidential candidate on 
Facebook and Twitter – Aug 30 to Sept 05 

2. The economic debate 

The economic debate was also affected by the discussion about the fire at the 
National Museum in Rio de Janeiro, raising issues related to public accounts 

and budget choices, especially in relation to the so-called spending ceiling. 

Publication Headline Twitter Facebook Total

Sept/04 "It already caught on fire, what do you 
want me to do?", says Bolsonaro about 

the museum

1,815 483,790 485,605

Sept/04 Haddad is reported for corruption, 
racketeering and money laundering.

1,481 200,119 201,600

Aug 31 The Amoêdowave 2,582 195,748 198,330

Sept/03 Without Lula, Ciro Gomes goes to the 

2nd round with Bolsonaro, affirms BTG 
Pactual

453 126,963 127,416

Aug 30 Alckmin denies PCC controls crime from 
inside São Paulo prisons

20 93,341 93,361

Sept/03 Programs byMarina Silva and Lula are 

the only ones to mention support to 
museums in Brazil

177 50,620 50,797

Aug 31 Boulos:History shall remember Barroso, 

who raised judges’ salaries and denied 
the UN

64 17,226 17,290

Sept/04 Cabo Daciolo petitions TSE for ballot vote 16 11,909 11,925

Sept/01 Alvaro Dias congratulates the veto to 
Lula: "TSE respected the Brazilian 

people’s dignity and ended this sham

0 5,199 5,199

Aug 30 Meirelles’ target is Bolsonaro 131 1,169 1,300

Sept/05 Schools instill "leftist content in the 
minds of our youth," says Eymael

117 1,182 1,299

Aug 31 Vera Lúcia is interviewed on Jornal 

Nacional
6 934 940

Sept/01 João Goulart Filho campaigns in Brasília 
and affirms he wants to allocate 3% of 
the GDP to science and technology

6 67 73
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https://istoe.com.br/a-onda-amoedo/
https://istoe.com.br/a-onda-amoedo/
https://exame.abril.com.br/brasil/sem-lula-ciro-gomes-vai-para-2o-turno-com-bolsonaro-diz-btg-pactual/
https://exame.abril.com.br/brasil/sem-lula-ciro-gomes-vai-para-2o-turno-com-bolsonaro-diz-btg-pactual/
https://exame.abril.com.br/brasil/sem-lula-ciro-gomes-vai-para-2o-turno-com-bolsonaro-diz-btg-pactual/
https://exame.abril.com.br/brasil/sem-lula-ciro-gomes-vai-para-2o-turno-com-bolsonaro-diz-btg-pactual/
https://exame.abril.com.br/brasil/sem-lula-ciro-gomes-vai-para-2o-turno-com-bolsonaro-diz-btg-pactual/
https://exame.abril.com.br/brasil/alckmin-nega-que-pcc-comande-crime-de-dentro-dos-presidios-de-sao-paulo/
https://exame.abril.com.br/brasil/alckmin-nega-que-pcc-comande-crime-de-dentro-dos-presidios-de-sao-paulo/
https://revistagalileu.globo.com/Ciencia/noticia/2018/09/apenas-programas-de-marina-silva-e-lula-citam-apoio-museus-no-brasil.html
https://revistagalileu.globo.com/Ciencia/noticia/2018/09/apenas-programas-de-marina-silva-e-lula-citam-apoio-museus-no-brasil.html
https://revistagalileu.globo.com/Ciencia/noticia/2018/09/apenas-programas-de-marina-silva-e-lula-citam-apoio-museus-no-brasil.html
https://revistagalileu.globo.com/Ciencia/noticia/2018/09/apenas-programas-de-marina-silva-e-lula-citam-apoio-museus-no-brasil.html
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/eleicoes/2018/noticias/agencia-estado/2018/09/04/cabo-daciolo-entra-com-representacao-no-tse-por-voto-em-cedulas.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/eleicoes/2018/noticias/agencia-estado/2018/09/04/cabo-daciolo-entra-com-representacao-no-tse-por-voto-em-cedulas.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/eleicoes/2018/noticias/agencia-estado/2018/09/04/cabo-daciolo-entra-com-representacao-no-tse-por-voto-em-cedulas.htm
http://www.esquerdadiario.com.br/Alvaro-Dias-parabeniza-veto-a-Lula-TSE-respeitou-a-dignidade-do-povo-brasileiro-e-acabou-com-essa
http://www.esquerdadiario.com.br/Alvaro-Dias-parabeniza-veto-a-Lula-TSE-respeitou-a-dignidade-do-povo-brasileiro-e-acabou-com-essa
http://www.esquerdadiario.com.br/Alvaro-Dias-parabeniza-veto-a-Lula-TSE-respeitou-a-dignidade-do-povo-brasileiro-e-acabou-com-essa
https://www.oantagonista.com/brasil/o-alvo-de-meirelles-e-bolsonaro/
https://www.oantagonista.com/brasil/o-alvo-de-meirelles-e-bolsonaro/
https://www.oantagonista.com/brasil/o-alvo-de-meirelles-e-bolsonaro/
https://www.oantagonista.com/brasil/escolas-incutem-conteudo-esquerdista-na-cabeca-de-nossos-jovens-diz-eymael/
https://www.oantagonista.com/brasil/escolas-incutem-conteudo-esquerdista-na-cabeca-de-nossos-jovens-diz-eymael/
https://g1.globo.com/politica/eleicoes/2018/noticia/2018/08/31/vera-lucia-e-entrevistada-no-jornal-nacional.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/politica/eleicoes/2018/noticia/2018/08/31/vera-lucia-e-entrevistada-no-jornal-nacional.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/df/distrito-federal/eleicoes/2018/noticia/2018/09/01/joao-goulart-filho-faz-campanha-em-brasilia-e-diz-que-quer-destinar-3-do-pib-para-ciencia-e-tecnologia.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/df/distrito-federal/eleicoes/2018/noticia/2018/09/01/joao-goulart-filho-faz-campanha-em-brasilia-e-diz-que-quer-destinar-3-do-pib-para-ciencia-e-tecnologia.ghtml
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Evolution of mentions on Twitter – Top 10 on the economic debate 
Aug 30 to Sept 05 

!  

Bolsonaro, who remains the most mentioned candidate in the economic 

debate, had a volume of mentions 21.8% lower than the previous week. The 
presidential candidate was criticized for having voted in favor of PEC 241 

(which later became constitutional amendment 95, implementing the so-
called spending ceiling), which would have affected budgets for education 

and culture, thus interfering with the maintenance of the National Museum. 
On the other hand, two topics mobilized a high volume of shares from the 

candidate himself: a tweet about the need to change the logic of the Bolsa 

Família program and the guarantee that he will invest more resources in 
education. 

Ciro was the second most mentioned, with a volume similar to last week’s. 
His proposal to remove the names of indebted Brazilians from the Credit 

Protection Service (SPC)  remains the center of discussions, generating both 
positive statements, as well as critical ones, due to an alleged populism of the 

proposal and its possible impacts on the financial health of public banks. The 
museum fire was not part of the candidate’s economic debate, except for a 

few users who highlighted Ciro’s stand against the expenditure ceiling. 
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DIRETORIA DE ANÁLISE DE POLÍTICAS PÚBLICAS DA FUNDAÇÃO GETULIO VARGAS

In comparison to the previous week, Alckmin presented a 40.8% increase in 

the volume of mentions about economy on social networks. One of the 
mainly discussed topics was his proposal to subsidize the gas cylinder price, 

seen as a populist action by many, and as an overlap with Bolsa Família, which 
would have incorporated the gas coupon when it was created. 

João Amoêdo remains in fourth, but with lower of mentions in relation to the 
previous week: of 21,5%. The candidate criticized Bolsonaro's economical 

stance, questioning him about his genuinely liberal character, which brought 
strong repercussions. However, Amoêdo was also criticized for suggesting 

church taxation, seen by users as a contradiction to his liberal program. 

Concerning the museum, the candidate, along with Alckmin and Bolsonaro, 
was criticized by users, who consider that liberal thinking would be behind 

the lack of funds for culture in the country. 

Marina Silva had a significant increase in the volume of mentions in the 

economic debate compared to last week: 83.8%.  This is due to her interview 
on Jornal Nacional, at the end of August. Much of what was discussed about 

the candidate was driven by her own tweets, reinforcing her humble origin 
and trajectory. One of the most mentioned themes was the Pension Reform, 

in particular the candidate's favorable position to maintain a different 
retirement minimum age for men and women.  
 Concerning the economic debate, the candidate was not associated with the 

discussions about the fire of the National Museum. 
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