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Illegitimate interference: debate shows increase in bot use, which has reached 10.8% of the 
interactions, most of them coming from Bolsonaro supporters 
Political debate: the midfield of the debate opposes Bolsonaro. Haddad starts his campaign as 
the official PT candidate behind the PSL candidate and Ciro 
Economic debate: PDT candidate mobilizes highest volume of mentions about proposals, but 
PT candidate grows the most in economic discussions 

1. The debate about the candidates 

The bots have returned in force to the political debate about the 

presidential candidates. Since the attack against Jair Bolsonaro on Thursday 
(06), the interactions of automated profiles, which had decreased since last 

month, doubled in comparison to the period analyzed in the previous DAPP 
Report. From Wednesday (05) to Tuesday (11), they accounted for 10.8% of 

all the interactions about the presidential hopefuls — a very significant 
volume, considering that the debate had 9.9 million tweets and 7.3 million 

retweets, of which 788 thousand originated from bots. 

The main groups of discussion on Twitter saw an increase in automated 

activity: Bolsonaro’s group (with 18.4% of bot interactions, the highest 

percentage); Ciro Gomes’ group (12.1%); Fernando Haddad’s group (11.6%); 
and the group containing supporters of João Amoêdo and Geraldo Alckmin 

(6.1%). Among the profiles that are not aligned and are organized on the 
network in terms of their opposition to Bolsonaro (and represent more than 

60% of the debate), the percentage of bots was lower, 0.9% compared to 
0.2% last week. 

The other highlighted event in the political scenario this week was Haddad 
officially joining the race as an inheritor of the PT’s ticket for the Presidency. 

For now, he is at a disadvantage compared to Ciro and Bolsonaro, who are 
the two candidates able to attract the most discussions on the network in the 

absence of the former president. This makes Ciro a potential competitor on 

Twitter to modify the polarized structure of PT/Bolsonaro that is present in 
the political debate as the country draws closer to the first round. On 

Facebook, on the other hand, Haddad has already obtained greater reach 
around his profile, starting his campaign with a volume of interactions that is 

only lower than that of Bolsonaro and Amoêdo. 
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1.1 Map of interactions in the debate via Twitter 
Between September 05 and 11, 9,912,594 tweets and 7,318,415 retweets 

were collected about the presidential candidates. From this data, a map of 
interactions was generated, which reveals the five main groups participating 

in the debate. Inside this debate, FGV DAPP’s  bot detection methodology 1

found 3,903 automated accounts, which generated 787,980 of the retweets 

(10.8% of the total) during the period. Once we removed these automated 
interactions from the analysis, the map summed 6,530,435 retweets and 

1,048,987 organic profiles in the debate. 

Map of interactions without bots on presidential candidates 

!  

Purple group: demonstrates support for Ciro Gomes.  
Red group: aligned with the left wing  
Pink group: opposed to Bolsonaro  
Orange group: demonstrates support for João Amoedo  
Blue group: demonstrates support for Bolsonaro.  

More information here: http://observa2018.com.br/metodologia/ 1
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Table of data of the whole debate (with bots) 

!  

Pink group: 
The pink group, which is united in their opposition of Jair Bolsonaro, 

follows the growing trend registered in the previous DAPP Report and 

remains the one aggregating the most profiles (64.4%), with an increase of 
around 5 percent. However, it also remains in second place in terms of 

interactions generated: 37.7% of the retweets. In general, besides criticizing 
the congressman, the profiles defend progressive values and often make 

political comments in the form of memes and jokes. The main tweet in the 
group proposes different names to mention Bolsonaro without mobilizing 

the candidate’s name as a way to avoid increasing his popularity. Part of the 
profiles is also suspicious about the attack against Bolsonaro, questioning 

whether it was staged. Some accounts in the group criticize the right wing for 
not demonstrating empathy for the assassination of council member Marielle 

Franco, but now accuse the left wing of not being moved by the attack against 

Bolsonaro. There are also tweets criticizing those who celebrate the attack, 
because that attitude resembles the congressman’s. 

Blue Group 
Demonstrating support for Bolsonaro, this group is the second in amount of 

profiles (13.4% – a positive variation of 0.5 percent), but is the champion in 
terms of interactions: 40.4% of the total debate happened between the 

accounts in this group. Bolsonaro remains the main influencer of the 
discussions in the group, whose users desire his election and were concerned 

with the congressman’s health last week. The profiles also criticize those who 

doubt the veracity of the attack against Bolsonaro and question the idea that 
the candidate’s discourse incites violence – they argue that some statements 

from left-wing actors are also violent. The group also says that Bolsonaro’s 
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followers are not “hateful people” and, if they were, they would have killed 

the supposed aggressor at the moment of the attack, since many people were 
carrying guns during the rally. In addition, the group is opposed to PT and 

continues to criticize the statements by the UN Human Rights Committee 
about Lula. They also emphasize that Brazil cannot be “commanded from 

inside a prison”. 

Red group: 

With profiles aligned with the left wing, the group garnered 12% of the 
accounts (one percent less than last week) and represented 15.4% of the 

interactions in the graph. The main influencer of the debates in the group is 

Fernando Haddad, followed by Guilherme Boulos. Among the most popular 
tweets in the group is a post sharing Lula and Haddad’s electoral 

advertisement, and another one that contains a message by Lula asking from 
those who would vote for him to vote on the former mayor. The group also 

criticizes Bolsonaro and his electors for saying that the left wing does not 
demonstrate solidarity with the violence against the congressman, since all 

of Bolsonaro’s adversaries denounced the attack, while he and his electors 
would continuously wish for bad things to happen with people aligned with 

the left wing. The profiles also regret that, even after the attack, Bolsonaro 
continues to be opposed to the disarmament. Bolsonaro’s VP candidate, 

general Hamilton Mourão, was also widely criticized by the group for having 

mentioned former DOI-CODI chief Carlos Brilhante Ustra as a hero in a 
question-and-answer session. Finally, there was repercussion of Michel 

Temer’s video criticizing Geraldo Alckmin. 

Orange Group: 

The group garnered 3.6% of the profiles and generated 2.8% of the total 
volume of organic interactions. In general, the profiles demonstrated 

support for João Amoêdo, who is their main influencer. However, after the 
profile of website G1, which was the second biggest influencer in the group, 

is Geraldo Alckmin, who also found support among the orange profiles, 

although less prominently than Amoêdo – the Novo candidate had 35,317 
retweets, while the PSDB candidate had 8,483. The group condemns the 

attack against Bolsonaro, but does not demonstrate support for him and 
criticize him for continuing to stimulate violence even after the stabbing. 

However, the group also criticizes the left wing for questioning the veracity 
of the attack. In addition, Amoêdo’s posts criticizing the Brazilian 

bureaucracy and the high costs of politicians for the country and defending 
privatizations became popular in the group. 

Purple group: 
With 3.2% of the profiles and 3.1% of the interactions, the new group 

formed this week demonstrates support for Ciro Gomes, the author of the 
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main tweets in the group. The messages denounce the attack against 

Bolsonaro and support Ciro’s candidacy. The profiles also praise Ciro’s 
criticism of the letter sent by Michel Temer to Dilma Rousseff. Another 

message that became popular contained reasons to vote for Ciro despite him 
having Kátia Abreu as VP. 

Automated accounts 
This week, we found 0.4% automated profiles in the debate about the 

presidential hopefuls, while last week there were only 0.3%. However, the 
amount of interactions involving automated accounts is even more 

surprising than the volume of bots: 10.8% of the interactions this week, 

compared to 5.2% last week. The blue group continues to have both the 
highest volume of bots (1,537) and the highest amount of automated 

interactions (18.4% of the group). In other words, out of all the retweets 
identified as originating from bots (787,980), more than 75% were made by 

blue bots.  

In the blue group, which supports Bolsonaro, the bots (1.1% of the group) 

made 592,663 retweets. In these publications, the predominant position is 
supporting the congressman after the attack, rejecting speculations that it 

was “fake news”, posting messages wishing for Bolsonaro’s fast recovery, 
criticizing the supposed low amount of support among women and also 

questioning Ciro. The messages ask for the congressman’s support groups to 

unite in order to help him win in the first round, describing the stabbing as a 
terrorist event that did not have a violent answer, contrary to what part of 

those opposing Bolsonaro proclaim. 

The second group with highest bot usage was the red group, in which we 

identified 850 automated accounts that generated 11.6% of the debate in 
the group. The most shared tweets by the automated accounts oppose the 

idea that the left-wing spreads hatred regarding the attack against 
Bolsonaro, since the left wing did not organize demonstrations in front of the 

hospital where Bolsonaro is as the right wing did to Marisa Letícia, Lula’s 

wife, who passed away in 2017. They also criticize the supposed censorship 
of the hasthtag #EuSouLula (I am Lula), while it is allowed to mimic a “gun 

with your fingers during the electoral TV time”, as Bolsonaro does, and to 
defend a torturer in an interview program, as did general Hamilton Mourão. 

FGV DAPP’s study about the attack against Bolsonaro was also frequently 
shared. In addition, other tweets shared by bots question the authenticity of 

the attack. 

We found 167 automated accounts in the purple group, which generated 

12.2% of the interactions in the group. The tweets shared by the purple bots 
demonstrate support for Ciro Gomes, defending the idea that he is the best 

candidate to ensure that Bolsonaro does not win. The most popular 
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messages in the group praise his growth in the polls and his supporters for 

helping him grow. In addition, the group encourages Ciro’s electors to share 
his hashtags in any post, attempting to attract the attention of new electors 

for the candidate. 

In turn, the orange group mobilized 163 automated accounts, which 

generated 6.1% of the interactions. Divided among Amoêdo and Alckmin’s 
supporters, the bot debate highlights the attack against Bolsonaro as a 

political event that should be denounced, but that does not change the 
mentality of those opposed to candidate — this happened in posts favorable 

both to Amoêdo and to the PSDB candidate. Support messages for the Novo 

presidential hopeful also complain that pro-Bolsonaro groups are using what 
happened in Juiz de Fora to damage Amoêdo’s campaign, and regret that the 

support for Bolsonaro is similar to “religious devotion”. Similarly to the blue 
group, the non-organic publications in the orange group criticize Ciro and 

reiterate positive data about Alckmin or Amoêdo. 

In the pink group, 0.9% of the interactions (22,113 retweets) was made by 

bots — the lowest percentage among the biggest groups in the graph. With 
more organic discussion, organized around the opposition of Bolsonaro and 

without supporting other candidates, the group presented two types of 
engagement in the automated publications: one with a less political and more 

ironic tone, using the attack against the candidate to share satirical 

messages, metaphors and creative publications with the potential to go viral 
on the network; and another dedicated to braking down elements of 

Bolsonaro’s discourse, questioning the veracity of the stabbing, the hate 
discourse, the daily violence against minority groups and the candidate’s 

statement before the event about “gunning down” PT supporters. Some bot 
publications also criticize Lula and PT. 

Content analysis 
Among the 100 most shared links by the bots identified in this period, at least 

six contributed to the spread of misinformation content about the political 

debate. In total, these URLs appeared in 1,365 publications (tweets and 
retweets) by automated accounts in the period analyzed.  

Four of them dealt with the attack against Jair Bolsonaro, inferring that the 
suspect, Adelio Bispo de Oliveira, had financial support of “powerful people” 

for elaborating his attack plan; and a supposed connection of left-wing actors 
to the episode, considering statements by the suspect’s defense attorneys. 

There was also a link for an Instagram publication with Eduardo Campos’ 
picture, who died in a plane crash in 2014 when he was running for President, 

with the following message: “With no money left for crashing planes, we are 
down to stabbing?” (130 publications). 
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The two other links mention a supposed campaign of the National 

Conference of Bishops of Brazil (Conferência Nacional dos Bispos do Brasil - 
CNBB) against Bolsonaro (279 publications), and a comparison between the 

number of women employed in the PSL congressman’s office and in the 
offices of left-wing politicians (105). 

1.2. General debate on Twitter 

Bolsonaro, who was highlighted during the electoral campaign as the most 
mentioned candidate on Twitter, was even more highlighted compared to the 

other presidential hopefuls after the stabbing episode on Thursday (06). He 
was mentioned around 2 million times on the day of the attack only – almost 

the same volume of publications of the seven previous days, when we verified 

2.2 million posts. In this week’s accumulated volume, there were 7.7 million 
mentions, a growth of 250% compared to the previous period. 

The attack against the PSL candidate and the speculations about its impact 
on the electoral polls contributed to increase the total volume of references 

to almost all the presidential hopefuls, except for Alckmin, Marina and 
Amoêdo, who dropped 27%, 24% and 5% respectively in the period analyzed.  

Ciro, who was already on the rise, moved from 3rd to 2nd place, with an 
increase of around 200% compared to the previous week. The most heated 

moment of debate about the PDT candidate happened on Tuesday (11) and 

showed repercussions of the attack, in addition to publications about the poll 
released by the Ibope and about a video where he makes a joke involving the 

name of singer Beyoncé. Ciro’s statement where he said Bolsonaro’s VP, 
general Mourão, was “as dumb as a mule” prompted 14.4 thousand mentions 

to the candidate on Wednesday (12), the equivalent to 5.8% of the general 
volume of references to the PDT candidate throughout the day. 

With the launch of his official candidacy, Fernando Haddad grew by 80%, 
surpassing 660 thousand references on Twitter and becoming the 3rd 

presidential hopeful mentioned the most. Among his most retweeted 
publications are both posts by the profiles of Lula and other left-wing 

political actors recommending the vote for Haddad and messages criticizing 

him for his relationship with the former president. Another narrative was 
especially highlighted after the release of the last polls, indicating that 

Haddad has less chances than Ciro of winning against Bolsonaro in a 
potential 2nd round, which justifies a migration of votes for the PDT 

candidate according to these users. 

 !  7
!  

DAPP REPORT 



DIRETORIA DE ANÁLISE DE POLÍTICAS PÚBLICAS DA FUNDAÇÃO GETULIO VARGAS

Alckmin, despite the global drop in volume of mentions, registered a peak of 

publications in the day of the attack against Bolsonaro, with an average of 2.1 
thousand tweets per hour. Among the posts with highest repercussion, there 

were, on one hand, shares of statements declaring support for the PSDB 
candidate, and on the other hand, criticism to the “aggressive” tone of his TV 

time. In turn, Marina registered specific variations on the network, generally 
associated with her participation in debates or question-and-answer sessions 

or to the release of voting intention polls. In the period analyzed, her best 
moment was verified on Tuesday (11), with around one thousand mentions 

per hour. 

Evolution of mentions on Twitter 

!  

Public security was the main theme associated with Bolsonaro, Ciro, 
Guilherme Boulos and Cabo Daciolo due to the attack against the PSL 

candidate and the repercussion of his photo in the hospital making a gun 

gesture with his hands, which divided user opinions on Twitter. Economy, on 
the other hand, was predominant when related to Amoêdo, Marina and 

Meirelles. The former minister was also highlighted in the theme of Housing 
due to the accusations he made against Boulos during the debate at TV 

Gazeta. Corruption is the subject connected the most to Haddad and Alvaro 
Dias; Alckmin continues to be associated with Education, again with criticism 

to the supposed misappropriation of funds in São Paulo. 
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Issues associated with the political actors  
  2

!  

1.3. The debate on Facebook 

With engagement slightly lower than the previous seven days (a 7.7% drop), 

the official pages of the presidential hopefuls prompted 6.1 million 
interactions between September 6 and 12. Once again, Amoêdo had the 

highest volume of reactions, comments and shares in his publications — 1.9 
million, slightly ahead of Bolsonaro, with 1.8 million. In the ranking of 

interactions, almost all candidates maintained the same positions achieved in 
the previous week. Only Alvaro Dias, who has had difficulties to maintain his 

engagement on the network, lost one position (moving from 7th to 8th) to 
Alckmin.  

Engagement in pages of political actors 

 The thematic categories of the DAPP Report include various subthemes of the debate regarding each subject, 2

incorporating discursive references to several topics that integrate the macro themes. Specifically in Economy, there is a 
monitoring of mentions to issues such as unemployment, taxes, inflation, interest rates, exchange, financial market,  
government budget, reforms (labor, social security, tax) and privatizations, among others, as well as mentions to 
institutions of economic nature, such as the BNDES, Central Bank, Federal Revenue Service and BM&F Bovespa. The 
DAPP Report also contemplates research on health, education, public security, corruption, culture, housing and 
immigration. The category Social Development incorporates mentions to hunger, extreme poverty, the fight against 
poverty and social programs for reducing inequality.
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1.4. News repercussion 

The engagement – through likes, comments and shares – in news about the 
presidential candidates made up more than 36.8 million interactions on 

Twitter and Facebook between September 06 and 12 (in 21.7 thousand 
links). This engagement is more than double of the news from last week, 

when we registered 14.8 million interactions. The increase in this volume 

happened mostly due to the reactions to news about the attack against 
Bolsonaro on Wednesday (06). The 13.7 thousand links about the candidate 

accounted for 26.5 million interactions in the period analyzed.    
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Engagement in news about presidential candidates on Facebook and 
Twitter  

Among the news in which the presidential hopefuls are protagonists between 

September 06 and 12, the three with the highest engagement on Twitter and 
Facebook were about the attack against Bolsonaro in Juiz de Fora (MG); Ciro 

Gomes’ statement that he would withdraw from politics if Bolsonaro won; 
and the fact that Haddad would supposedly have a chance to win the election 

in the first round.  

Engagement

Candidate Links Facebook Twitter Total

Bolsonaro 13,738 26,083,404 431,906 26,515,310

Haddad 2,894 3,358,857 63,170 3,422,027

Ciro 1,709 3,265,311 47,667 3,312,978

Alckmin 1,923 1,510,707 28,414 1,539,121

Amoêdo 122 635,414 9,850 645,264

Marina 653 596,140 11,111 607,251

Boulos 250 291,687 4,436 296,123

Daciolo 100 182,728 2,306 185,034

Meirelles 227 109,868 1,863 111,731

Eymael 33 101,397 1,019 102,416

João Goulart 28 69,747 559 70,306

Álvaro Dias 57 31,108 1,360 32,468

Vera Lúcia 37 5,907 98 6,005

Total 21,771 36,242,275 603,759 36,846,034
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News piece with the most engagement on each presidential candidate on 
Facebook and Twitter  

Publication Headline Twitter Facebook Total

Sept/06 Bolsonaro stabbed in campaign act in 
Juiz de Fora (MG)

964 794,477 795,441

Sept/12 Ciro says he will withdraw from politics if 

Bolsonaro wins
330 167,201 167,531

Sept/06 As Lula’s candidate, Haddad already 
leads and could win in the first round

256 95,362 95,618

Sept/10 Datafolha poll: Bolsonaro, 24%; Ciro, 13%; 

Marina, 11%; Alckmin, 10%; Haddad, 9%
411 66,525 66,936

Sept/07 Amoêdo 5% - O Antagonista 606 59,189 59,795

Sept/06 Marina’s husband accused of corruption 
- ISTOÉ Independente

826 37,787 38,613

Sept/07 Cabo Daciolo says he will fast for 21 days 
for Bolsonaro and for the nation

18 36,958 36,976

Sept/12 Boulos will create the program “Your 

Home, My Life”, Meirelles scoffs  in 
interview

8 33,744 33,752

Sept/09 Meirelles says Alckmin attacked 

Bolsonaro while he was in surgery
47 8,666 8,713

Sept/11 Operation against Richa targets banker 
who is a substitute and owner of the 
plane used by Alvaro Dias

154 2,580 2,734

Sept/11 Vera Lúcia (PSTU) proposes statizing 

banks and companies
3 2,053 2,056

Sept/07 João Goulart Filho: the authors of the 
coups of 64 and 2016 are similar

125 1,598 1,723

Sept/06 Eymael says, if elected, he would 

privatize Eletrobras but keep Petrobras, 
Banco do Brasil and Caixa under 
government control

5 420 425
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2. The economic debate 

The economic debate as a whole had a significant increase compared to last 

week, which was prompted especially by: the attack against Bolsonaro, the 
official announcement of Fernando Haddad as Lula’s substitute in the PT 

ticket and the results of electoral polls. 

Evolution of mentions on Twitter – Top 10 on the economic debate 

!  

Bolsonaro had a peak of mentions on the 7th, the day of the attack, due to the 
repercussion of the release of the stabbing suspect. Users questioned 

whether he was in fact a “lone wolf”, since he had the funds to hire attorneys 
despite being unemployed. This was followed by a proportional drop in the 

volume of mentions, which began replicating content from the candidate’s 

profile, reiterating the priority for the area of public security and the fight 
against drug trafficking as conditions to solve the problems in other areas 

such as employment and education. 

Ciro Gomes grew by 120% in volume of mentions compared to last week, a 

result not only of the release of the Ibope and Datafolha polls in the 
beginning of the week, but also of his question-and-answer session at the 

Jornal O Globo. The candidate continues to mobilize the biggest set of 
mentions about proposals for the economic area, this time with frequent 

comparisons with PT.  On one hand, Ciro is supported due to his Clean Name 
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(Nome Limpo) program and for seeming to understand the economy, 

according to users. On the other hand, he was the target of strong criticism, 
especially due to his critical position against transport app Uber. Part of the 

users also say his proposals are not so different from what was done in Dilma 
Rousseff’s administration. 

However, the highest growth in the economic debate was by Fernando 
Haddad, who became his party’s official presidential candidate. In addition, 

he attended a question-and-answer session held by GloboNews last week, 
which generated discussions about his positions contrary to the Labor 

Reform and the “Ceiling Amendment”.  However, the debate was more 

associated with Haddad’s figure, especially the fact that he has a master’s 
degree in economics, in addition to praise for his administrations as Minister 

of Education and mayor of São Paulo. 

Geraldo Alckmin, now in fourth place in the economic debate, had a smaller 

growth of 17.6% compared to last week. President Michel Temer’s video was 
one of the main subjects discussed. The candidate was constantly compared 

to Bolsonaro, both with criticism of his campaign — which sought to break 
down the PSL candidate —, and in a positive way, highlighting his economic 

team and the need for reforms. After the announcement of Haddad as the PT 
candidate, Alckmin posted a lot of critical content of the economic 

management of the PT administrations, which also had a strong repercussion 

this week. 

João Amoêdo maintained a similar volume of mentions compared to last 

week. The candidate is the target of criticism for his association with bank 
Itaú, as can be observed from several profiles making ironic comments about 

the candidate’s growth in the polls, stating that his percentage is still much 
lower than the bank’s interest rates. In addition, there was some 

repercussion of content produced by the candidate criticizing the amount of 
time needed to start a business in the country.
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