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Political Debate: With 8.82 thousand tweets, discussions about the elections follow a trend of 
increase as the 1st round draws near.  
Map of interactions: Bolsonaro’s support and opposition groups grow; group aligned with the left 
wing and supporting Haddad shrinks.  
Economic debate: Discussions of economic topics grow and still see repercussion of 
“misunderstanding” about the creation of a CPMF tax (Provisional Contribution on Financial 
Transactions).   

Executive Summary 

● Debate on the networks between September 19 and 25 prompted 

8.82 million tweets discussing the presidential elections and its 
candidates, compared to 7.47 million tweets in the previous week.  

● Map of interactions composed of 5,565,027 retweets shows the 

growth of both groups supporting and criticizing Bolsonaro and the 

decrease of the group aligned with the left wing and supporting 
Haddad. 

● We identified 3,258 automated profiles according to FGV DAPP’s 

methodology, which generated 707,802 interactions (11.3% of the 
total), a higher volume than that of last week, 681,980 (but which 

represented 12.9% of the total then); 

● The group united in opposition of Bolsonaro remains the biggest in 
number of profiles (49.1%) and the second in terms of interactions, 

generating 22.9% of the debate, with a highlight for the hashtag 

#EleNão (not him); 

● The blue group (pro-Bolsonaro) grew, garnering 19.3% of the profiles 
(2 points more) and generating 50.9% of the interactions (4 points 

more); 

● Pro-Haddad group saw a decrease of 6 points in the proportion of 
profiles, registering 11.7%, and of 7 points in interactions (16.2% in 

this period); 
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● Profiles supporting Ciro Gomes demonstrated cohesion in the debate, 

once again forming an exclusive group outside of the majority field;  

● In the analysis of themes associated with the presidential candidates, 
Corruption, Economy and Public Security continue to drive most of 

the mentions on Twitter. Health, Immigration and Housing were the 
topics associated the least with the presidential hopefuls in the 

period analyzed; 

● On Facebook, the candidates intensified their posts: there were 

around 900, a volume that is 18% higher than before, but with 22% 
less engagements; 

● The economic debate showed an increase of 12%, especially due to 

the repercussion of the misunderstanding between Bolsonaro and 
Paulo Guedes about the creation of a tax on financial transactions.  

1. The debate about the candidates 

The engagement of the social networks on the political debate continues to 
constantly increase as the first round approaches. With almost 9 million 

tweets between Wednesday (19) and Tuesday (25), the volume of mentions 

to the presidential hopefuls reached a level that is closer to the peak of 
political mentions in the country this year - when the attack against 

Bolsonaro happened in Juiz de Fora, in the beginning of September (9.9 
million tweets). After that moment, however, there was no specific political 

event that accounted for such a high mobilization, but instead the 
combination of agendas, debates and topics typical of the electoral scenario. 

That is: this continuous increase is due to the bigger space occupied by the 
political context as a whole in the public interest on the web. 

That does not mean, however, that bot activity did not continue to be 

relevant inside the organic flows of discussion on the network: the 
proportion of bots and automated interactions dropped in comparison to 

the previous week; however, in absolute numbers, the presence of 
illegitimate activity continues to grow, with more bots and posts made by 

them. The two leaders in the opinion polls, Bolsonaro and Fernando Haddad, 
continue to account for the highest concentration of automated profiles in 

their support groups and are the two candidates with the highest volume of 
mentions on Twitter – with Ciro Gomes virtually tied with Haddad in terms of 

presence in the debate (both of them registered around 1.1 million mentions 
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in the period), and Marina Silva and Geraldo Alckmin far below the three of 

them. 

On Facebook, the scenario we saw in the previous weeks has kept stable, 

with Bolsonaro ahead and João Amoêdo attracting a strong volume of 
engagements. Haddad comes right after, with a stable daily average of 

interactions, and already managed to expand his base of followers due to 
Lula’s support base. However, contrary to what we see on Twitter, Marina 

achieved a better performance compared to Alckmin and to compete with 
Ciro for higher reach on the social network. 

1.1 Map of interactions in the debate via Twitter 
Between September 19 and 25, we collected 8,824,293 tweets and 

6,272,829 retweets discussing the presidential election and its candidates. 
These numbers are considerably higher than last week’s, when we registered 

7,465,611 tweets and 5,285,575 retweets. 

We identified 3,258 automated profiles according to FGV DAPP’s 

methodology , which generated 707,802 interactions (11.3% of the total). 1

Although the percentage of bot interactions in the period analyzed was 

slightly less than what we detected last week, when they accounted for 
12.9% of the interactions (3,198 automated profiles and 681,980 

interactions), the absolute number of both bots and tweets involving 
automated accounts were higher this week. Excluding the interferences of 

bots in the debate, we identified six main groups in the discussion about the 

presidential hopefuls. 

Map of interactions without bots about the presidential hopefuls 
5,565,027 retweets | analysis date: Sept 19 to Sept 25 

More information here: http://dapp.fgv.br/observa2018/metodologia/ 1
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Purple group: demonstrates support for Ciro Gomes 

Red group: composed of profiles aligned with the left wing. Includes the profiles of Fernando Haddad, Guilherme Bolos and 
Vera Lúcia. 

Pink group: united in their opposition of Jair Bolsonaro.  
Orange group: mostly supports João Amoedo. Includes the profiles of João Amoêdo, Marina Silva, Geraldo Alckmin, Álvaro 

Dias and Henrique Meirelles. 
Blue group: demonstrates support for Jair Bolsonaro. Includes Jair Bolsonaro’s profile. 

Dark pink group: opposed to Bolsonaro and shares jokes, Includes the profile of Cabo Daciolo and José Maria Eymael. 
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Data chart of the total debate (with bots) 

!  

Pink group: 

The group that is united in their opposition of Jair Bolsonaro remains the 
biggest in number of profiles (49.1%) and the second in terms of 

interactions, having generated 22.9% of the total debate, which represents 
an increase of around two percent both in the proportion of accounts and in 

retweets.  With no defined alignment with any political party, the group has a 
progressive bias and mobilizes memes and jokes criticizing Brazilian politics. 

The group shows many publications with the hashtag #EleNão. The profiles 
also spread a fake audio file of Bolsonaro talking to his son in the hospital. 

Some accounts in the group praise candidates Ciro Gomes and Marina Silva.  
 
Blue Group  

Supporting Bolsonaro, the blue group grew once again in the debate, 
garnering 19.3% of the profiles (2 points more than last week) and 

generating 50.9% of the interactions analyzed (an increase of almost 4 
points). The main tweets in the group were made by Bolsonaro’s account and 

talk about his recovery, and also thank the support he has received so far. 
There was also repercussion of publications by the candidate denying the 

possibility of a return of the CPMF tax should he become president. Many 
popular tweets were made by humorist Danilo Gentili. 
 
Red group 
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After their growth last week, the red group, which garners profiles aligned 

with the left wing, saw a reduction of around 6 percentage points in the 
proportion of profiles it aggregates, registering 11.7 of the accounts 

analyzed this week, and of 7 percentage points in terms of interactions 
(16.2% in the period analyzed). The group demonstrates support especially 

for the PT and for the candidacy of Fernando Haddad – one of its main 
influencers –, but also for the PSOL and Guilherme Boulos. The main tweet 

shared contains a video questioning Bolsonaro’s honesty. Other tweets with 
repercussion in the group highlight a news piece by The Economist magazine 

which states that Bolsonaro is a threat. 

Dark pink group 

With 7.9% of the profiles in the debate and 2% of the interactions in the 

graph, the group is also opposed to Bolsonaro, but only with a comic tone. 
In this context, there were some tweets using the sentence structure “some 

want Lula, others want Bolsonaro, I just want...” to make jokes.  
 
Orange group 

Support group for João Amoêdo and the Novo party, the orange group also 

decreased compared to the previous week, registering 4.6% of the profiles 
(around 3 percentage points less) and 3.7% of the debate (1 point less). The 

main tweets in the group were made by Amoêdo himself, seeking support in 

order to be able to participate in the presidential debates. However, the 
group also contains subgroups supporting Marina, whose campaign video 

figures among the main tweets, and Alckmin, to a lesser extent.  

Purple group 

Supporting Ciro Gomes, the purple group, which had united with the pink 
group last week, became a separate, cohesive group once again, with 4.1% of 

the profiles in debate and 3.9% of the interactions.  Ciro is the main 
influencer in the group and third main influencer in the graph as a whole. 

Among the main tweets are publications made by the candidate and a tweet 

by actress Patrícia Pillar, his ex-wife, demonstrating support for him.  

1.2. Automated accounts 

This week, the automated accounts represented 0.4% of the profiles engaged 
in the debate and generated 11.3% of the interactions about the presidential 

hopefuls, slightly lower proportions than what we found in the previous 
week. However, in absolute numbers, there was an increase in accounts 

identified as bots and their interactions, which summed 3,258 and 707,802 
during this period, respectively.  

 !  6
!  

DAPP REPORT 



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC POLICY ANALYSIS AT FUNDAÇÃO GETULIO VARGAS

Evolution of bot interaction in the debate about the presidential hopefuls 

!  

The group with the largest influence of automated accounts both in absolute 
and proportional terms was the blue group, supporting Bolsonaro. We found 

519,610 interactions involving bots in the blue group (15.5% of the 
interactions in the group), a volume that is higher than what we registered in 

the previous DAPP Report, when we identified 471,117, although the 
proportion was 17.8% in that week. In turn, the red group saw a drop in bot 

interactions, from 165,225 last week to 134,042 in the current period. The 

orange group leaped from 10,595 to 22,486.  

1.3. The general debate on Twitter 

After a week of decrease, mentions to Jair Bolsonaro begin growing again 
on Twitter. There were 5.6 million references to candidate in the period 

analyzed, 8% more than the 7 previous days. The most heated moment of 
debate was registered on Tuesday (25), with 41 thousand publications per 

hour and very diffuse topics. There was a highlight for tweets celebrating or 
questioning the results of the voting intention polls due to Fernando 

Haddad’s growth and the PSL candidate’s drop; posts engaged in the 
movements #elenão and #elesim, especially highlighting the role of women in 

the election; comments questioning the news piece by the Folha de São Paulo 

newspaper about a document revealing threats made by Bolsonaro against 
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his ex-wife, later denied by her; and also publications against Bolsonaro with 

a comic tone in general.   

Evolution of mentions on Twitter  

!  

The second candidate mentioned the most in the period, Haddad was 
mentioned 1.1 million times, 21% less than in the previous period. The 

candidate mobilizes a very polarized debate, with two main peaks of 
mentions in September 20 and 26. In both cases, the peaks are associated 

with his participation in debates and the release of results from electoral 
polls. There is recurring criticism of his relationship with Lula. For some 

users, Lula will govern behind Haddad’s “facade”; other uses question, with a 
critical tone, whether the victory of the PT candidate would mean releasing 

the former president. There was also repeated association of Haddad with 

the so-called “gay kit”. 

Ciro remained stable in volume of mentions, almost tied with Haddad. The 

main peak of mentions to the PDT candidate happened on Sunday (23) and 
had a negative tone, with the repercussion of publications made by Danilo 

Gentili and Joyce Hasselmann, who propelled a hashtag swearing at the 
candidate – on the 23rd only, the hashtag was used 77.9 thousand times. The 

humorist Danilo Gentili criticized Ciro’s statement about “nazis” in the South 
region and said that the candidate spreads hate speech. The journalist Joyce 

Hasselmann, in turn, tagged a video criticizing funk singer Anitta for adhering 
to the #elenão movement, suggesting that Ciro is sexist.   
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Cabo Daciolo was the candidate with the highest growth in volume of 

mentions on the network: 202%, moving from the eighth to the sixth 
position. Mentions to the candidate grew on the 26th, reaching around 7.2 

thousand publications per hour, due to ironic posts and memes about his 
participation in the debate at SBT and about videos published by him. 

1.4. The thematic debate 

In the analysis of themes associated with the presidential candidates, 

Corruption, Economy and Public Security continue to drive most of the 
mentions on Twitter. Health, Immigration and Housing were the themes 

associated the least with the presidential hopefuls in the period analyzed. 

Issues associated with the political actors  
  2

!  

1.5. The debate on Facebook 

In general, the presidential candidates published more frequently in their 
official Facebook pages between September 20 and 26. There were around 

 The thematic categories of the DAPP Report include various subthemes of the debate regarding each subject, 2

incorporating discursive references to several topics that integrate the macro themes. Specifically in Economy, there is a 
monitoring of mentions to issues such as unemployment, taxes, inflation, interest rates, exchange, financial market,  
government budget, reforms (labor, social security, tax) and privatizations, among others, as well as mentions to 
institutions of economic nature, such as the BNDES, Central Bank, Federal Revenue Service and BM&F Bovespa. The 
DAPP Report also contemplates research on health, education, public security, corruption, culture, housing and 
immigration. The category Social Development incorporates mentions to hunger, extreme poverty, the fight against 
poverty and social programs for reducing inequality.

 !  9
!  

DAPP REPORT 



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC POLICY ANALYSIS AT FUNDAÇÃO GETULIO VARGAS

900 posts, 18% more than the previous week. However, the engagement 

mobilized by these publications was 22% lower, reaching 10.6 million 
interactions.  

The comparison between the pages showed that the general reduction in the 
volume of interactions was mainly due to the decrease in the pages of Jair 

Bolsonaro (-16%) and Fernando Haddad (-22%). Despite the reduction, both 
candidates maintained their positions in the engagement rank, occupying the 

first and third places, respectively. 

João Amoêdo, in second place, grew by 8% between the two reports. In 

turn, Ciro Gomes grew by 85% and moved back to the fourth position, with a 

peak of interactions on Wednesday (26) due to posts about the debate at 
SBT, declarations of support by artists such as Moraes Moreira and Tico 

Santa Cruz, and criticism of what the candidate sees as a reference to torture 
by Bolsonaro and his allies.  

Henrique Meirelles was the presidential hopeful that grew the most in the 
period – 476% –, reaching almost 450 interactions in his official page. This 

increase was mostly prompted by posts about the debate at TV Aparecida on 
Thursday (20). We registered around 245 thousand reactions, comments and 

shares in his page on that day only, which represents 54% of the total in the 
week. That is the highest peak of engagement involving Meirelles since the 

beginning of his electoral campaign.  

Engagement in pages of political actors 
Top 10 - Sept 20 to Sept 26 

!  
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1.6. News repercussion 

From September 20 to 26, news pieces about the presidential candidates 
prompted 41.5 million interactions (in almost 20 thousand links) on Twitter 

and Facebook, among likes, comments and shares. The engagement in the 
news pieces increased by a little over 3% compared to last week, when we 

registered 40.3 million interactions (in 19.3 thousand links). Bolsonaro was 
the candidate whose news had the most interactions: 26.1 million in 9.3 

thousand links. Haddad came in second with 6.3 million interactions in 4 
thousand links, followed by Ciro with 3.7 million interactions in 2.6 thousand 

links. 

Engagement in news pieces about the presidential candidates on 
Facebook and Twitter – Sept 20 to Sept 26 

Source: Facebook and Twitter | Elaborated by: FGV DAPP 

Among the news pieces focused on each candidate in the period analyzed, 

the three with the most engagement on Facebook and Twitter were about 

Bolsonaro’s statements in an interview he gave in the hospital where he is 

Engagement

Candidate Links Facebook Twitter Total

Bolsonaro 9,317 25,679,157 463,201 26,142,358

Haddad 4,084 6,142,773 133,236 6,276,009

Ciro 2,616 3,645,121 67,524 3,712,645

Alckmin 2,402 2,555,016 53,669 2,608,685

Marina 643 599,945 10,689 610,634

Amoêdo 156 589,834 7,730 597,564

Daciolo 160 580,150 5,756 585,906

Boulos 204 266,194 8,288 274,482

Álvaro Dias 83 229,843 1,001 230,844

Meirelles 192 182,579 4,004 186,583

Eymael 14 153,577 2,042 155,619

João Goulart 14 149,427 2,035 151,462

Vera Lúcia 9 1,809 47 1,856

Total 19,894 40,775,425 759,222 41,534,647
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recovering (752 thousand interactions in almost 3 thousand links); about the 

conditions for Amoêdo’s potential participation in the presidential debates 
(171.7 thousand interactions in 25 links); and about Daciolo’s statements 

regarding the evangelic bench at the Chamber of Deputies (163.3 thousand 
interactions in 490 links). 

News piece with the highest engagement about each presidential 
candidate on Facebook and Twitter - Sept 20 to Sept 26 

Source: Facebook and Twitter | Elaborated by: FGV DAPP 

Publication Headline Twitter Facebook Total

Sept/24 “I have never preached hatred”, says 
Bolsonaro  in hospital interview

2,924 748,703 751,627

Sept/25 João Amoêdo gets a change to go to the 

debate at Globo, but it depends on 
something that is hard to achieve

25 171,728 171,753

Sept/25 From the hills, Daciolo says evangelic 
bench is the worst part of the Congress

490 162,808 163,298

Sept/20 Datafolha:Rejection of Haddad jumps 

from 22% to 29% in ten days
5 141,946 141,951

Sept/21 Ciro calls Bolsonaro a “nazi son of a 
bitch”. Watch the video

1,157 109,249 110,406

Sept/20 Congressmen from the “Centrão” 

abandonAlckmin and start to campaign 
for Bolsonaro

3,330 105,602 108,932

Sept/20 Alvaro Dias calls Bolsonaro “criminal 
trash” and “almost dead”

5 79,966 79,971

Sept/22 Marina Silva requests the revocation of 

Bolsonaro’s candidacy register
189 23,829 24,018

Sept/24 The Venezuelan dictatorship and its 
Brazilian accomplices (Boulos)

579 11,605 12,184

Sept/25 ‘If I reach the second round, I will win’, 

says Eymael
12 4,039 4,051

Sept/23 Meirelles’s self funding is an offense to 
reason

24 2,330 2,354

Sept/24 Vera Lúcia: the black union leader who 
preaches the socialist revolution

29 918 947

Sept/23 The day Haddad did not acknowledge an 

adversary (João Goulart Filho)
7 102 109
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2. The economic debate 

The economic debate this week grew by 12% compared to last week. The 

biggest part of this increase happened due to the repercussion of the episode 
of the disagreement between Bolsonaro and his economist Paulo Guedes 

about the creation of a tax on financial transactions. The other candidates 
registered a decrease in mentions and were associated with the debates at 

TV Aparecida and SBR, also prompting the following topics: Tax Reform, 
social programs and criticism of the PT. 

The candidate that is mentioned the most in the economic debate is still 
Bolsonaro, who registered an increase of 60% in the total number of 

mentions compared to last week. The clash with his economic advisor Paulo 

Guedes and the series of tweets made by the candidate undoing the 
misunderstanding about the economist’s statement regarding the creation of 

a tax similar to the CPFM were the main drivers of the discussions. 

Another highlighted episode was the repercussion of the cover of the 

magazine The Economist stating that Bolsonaro is a threat to the economic 
reforms. Among the mentions, a large group of Bolsonaro voters stated that 

the news piece is biased and went so far as to call it “communist”.  This last 
comment was the target of jokes made by the opposers of the PSL candidate 

and prompted most of the mentions about this subject. 

Evolution of mentions on Twitter  
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Haddad, who had been showing a growing trend, had a drop of 20% in the 
economic debate compared to last week, but maintained his second place.  

His statements during the debates at TV Aparecida and SBT defending the 
social programs implemented during Lula’s administration with the promise 

of bringing them back received the most engagement on the networks. 

Ciro remains in third place in the debate, but dropping. The repercussion of 

the debate at TV Aparecida, particularly his criticism of Paulo Guedes’ 
proposal of recreating a tax similar to the CPMF and his clash with Haddad 

about the tax reform were the topics associated the most with the candidate. 

Ciro has been frequently judged based on his strategy of criticizing the PT 
administration. 

Alckmin was the candidate who registered the highest drop in volume of 
mentions, around 40%. The debates were also the main events associated 

with the candidate, as well as the criticism he has been directing towards the 
PT administration and Bolsonaro. In addition, the candidate’s statement 

regarding Guedes’ proposal saw some repercussion, especially among 
Bolsonaro’s supporters.  
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3. What to observe 

● Bots and attacks - With the approach of the first round in the next few 

days, we expect a new increase in bot interactions participating in the 
debate about the presidential hopefuls and in the number of attacks by 

the adversaries of the two candidates leading the polls. 

● Haddad - The clashes between Lula and the Judiciary Branch have left 

the spotlight in the press and on the networks in the past few weeks. 
The PT will likely continue to focus their efforts in increasing the 

former mayor’s presence in the electoral debate. 

● Anti-PT - We will likely also observe a higher growth of the groups 

supporting the candidates who are leading the polls. Alckmin will likely 

intensify his presence on the networks in a final attempt to position 
himself as the candidate with the highest chance of defeating the PT. 

● Bolsonaro – The candidate has been increasingly establishing his 

presence on the networks, and the economic topic is no exception. 
After the negative repercussion of the episode with his economic 

advisor last week, the candidate published a series of tweets focusing 
on economic proposals, which have been the subject of many 

discussions. This strategy of trying to be more clear regarding his 
economic agenda will likely intensify in the following weeks. 

● International mobilization – With the elections approaching, the 

proposals of the presidential candidates and the poll results have 

started to show stronger repercussion in the international scenario. In 
the next few days, the movements of international institutions 

declaring their positions regarding the candidates will likely become 
even more frequent. 
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