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The political debate: Final stage of the campaign heats debate about presidential candidates, 

reaching 14.2 million mentions on Twitter and 16.1 million interactions on Facebook.  

Misinformation: Accusations regarding the origin of fake news gain room on the networks with 

discussions propelled by the candidates themselves. 

Economic debate: Discussions about economic themes are not focused on proposals and are 

influenced by attacks and defenses against the presidential hopefuls. 

Executive Summary 

● At the final stage of the campaign, the debate about the presidential 

hopefuls grew once again, with 14.2 million mentions in the past 
seven days, an increase of 35.2% compared to the previous week; 

● Bolsonaro remains ahead in volume of mentions, with 11.2 million 

references, while Haddad was mentioned in 5 million tweets, 
although there was a balance between the candidates in the two past 

days; 

● Bots interfered with 4.6% of the interactions in the debate about the 

presidential hopefuls in the last 24h; Bolsonaro’s support group 
concentrated 66.9% of the total number of illegitimate interferences, 

and Haddad’s support group had 30.3% of the total; 

● Map of interactions elaborated from 1,667,662 retweets shows that 
the group opposing Bolsonaro, but without political alignment, grew 

again at the final stage and garnered the most profiles in the debate; 

● Despite Haddad’s page showing a trend of growth in engagement and 

Bolsonaro’s page showing little variation, interactions about the PT 
candidate did not reach those about the PSL candidate; 

● Publications with fake polls about the electoral scenario had 

repercussion on the economic debate, which showed only superficial 
discussion of the proposals. 
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1. The debate about the candidates 

The competition between the presidential candidates, which intensified at 

the final stages of the campaign, also heated up the publications about the 
electoral race on Twitter. From October 18 to 24, Jair Bolsonaro and 

Fernando Haddad prompted a volume of mentions (14.2 million) that was 
equivalent to what all the candidates in the week before the first round 

prompted (14.3 million). Accusations related to the spreading of fake news 
and the incitement of violence, as well as issues related to the relationship 

between religion and politics were predominant in the debate. 

Despite the 35.2% increase in the volume of publications compared to the 

previous week, the participation of automated accounts in the discussion fell 

considerably. The retweets produced by bots accounted for 4.6% of the 
debate in the past 24 hours (in the last analysis, this figure was 10.4%), of 

which 66.9% belonged to Bolsonaro’s support group, while 30.3% were 
among pro-Haddad profiles. 

On Facebook, the PT candidate continues to reduce the gap between the 
volume of interactions in his official page and that of his opponent, who 

remained stable compared to the previous week. However, considering the 
average by publication, this difference is still significant. 

   

1.1 Map of interactions in the debate via Twitter 
This Wednesday (24), 1,747,697 retweets were collected about the 

presidential elections in Brazil, from which a map of interactions was 

elaborated where it is possible to identify four main groups in the discussion. 
We found 1,212 automated accounts in this debate, which generated 80,035 

illegitimate interferences in the discussions (4.6% of the total volume of the 
debate) and, therefore, were excluded from the analysis. 
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Red group – 27.4% of the profiles: Fernando Haddad’s support group. 

Pink group – 39.1% of the profiles: Anti-Bolsonaro profiles with no political 
alignment. 

Light blue group – 4.6% of the profiles: Bolsonaro’s support group.  

Blue group – 25.4% of the profiles: Bolsonaro’s support group.  

Pink group 
After emptying out last week, this group, which is opposed to Bolsonaro 

and has no political alignment, started to grow again this Wednesday and 
garnered 39.1% of the profiles and 14.9% of the interactions. The profiles 

showed their concern about the maintenance of the Brazilian democratic 
State and about the rights of the minorities. The group also argued that while 

singer Mano Brown was free to criticize PT even by Haddad’s side, Bolsonaro 
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says he will end any criticism and activism by the opposition.  
 
Red group 
Supporting Haddad, this group (27.4% of the profiles and 31% of the 
interactions) has the candidate as one of its main influencers. In the 

publications made by the PT candidate and retweeted the most in the group, 
he stated that the Northeastern, black, gay people and women are not 

“whiners”, as Bolsonaro said, but the congressman is, as he was unable to do 
anything for Brazil in 28 years of public life. As in the pink group, Haddad also 

emphasized that he is open to dialogue with those who vote critically for him 

such as Mano Brown and Cid Gomes, unlike his opponent. 

Blue group 
Bolsonaro’s support group (25.4% of the profiles) remained the one 
mobilizing most of the debate, prompting 51.4% of the interactions. The 

candidate is the author of the most popular tweets in the group, and the most 
popular one stated that “Folha de São Paulo’s walk in the park will end”. 

According to him, there will be no censorship, but cuts in public resources for 
“political activism”. The candidate also demanded retraction of those who 

made him become associated with the recent Nazi-themed graffiti and 
attacks across the country, as the police report about the student who had a 

swastika carved on her body stated that the injury was supposedly done 

through self-mutilation.  

Light Blue Group 

The group (4.6% of the profiles and 1.9% of the interactions) also showed 
support for Bolsonaro, but its main influencer was comedian Danilo 

Gentilli. In his tweet with the most repercussion, he questioned whether 
those who have accused Bolsonaro voters of attacking the opposition will be 

silent about the report that the student marked with a swastika may have 
been self-mutilated. The comedian also criticized Haddad for saying that 

General Mourão was a torturer. 
 
Automated accounts 

We found 1,212 automated accounts yesterday, representing 0.3% of the 
profiles in the map of interactions. They generated 80,035 illegitimate 

interactions, which is equivalent to 4.6% of the total number of interactions. 
The groups affected the most by the automated interactions were blue and 

red. In the blue group, 554 bots were identified, accounting for 53,574 
interactions — 66.9% of all automated interactions. In the red group, in turn, 

were found 463 automated accounts, which generated 24,280 interactions — 
30.3% of the total illegitimate interferences.  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1.3 This week’s general debate on Twitter 

With the approach of the second round, the discussion about the presidential 

candidates on Twitter has increased again. We registered 14.2 million 
mentions from October 18 to 24 — an increase of 35.2% compared to the 

previous seven days, when 10.5 million posts addressed the theme. Jair 
Bolsonaro remains ahead in this ranking, with 11.2 million references; 

Fernando Haddad was mentioned 5 million times in the same period. The last 
two days, however, show a balance in the volume of mentions. 

Evolution of mentions to the presidential hopefuls on Twitter - Oct 18 to Oct 
24 

  

Jair Bolsonaro 

Among the 30 most retweeted publications by the former captain, half 
originated from his profile or his sons or politicians who support him, such as 

state deputy-elect Janaina Paschoal. These posts show a predominance of 
discussion about disinformation in the electoral process, and it is said that 

Bolsonaro was supposedly not associated with the spread of fake news, but a 
victim of them. There were also continuous criticism of PT and statements 

that the PSL candidate would not be a threat to the freedom of the press.   

On the other hand, criticism of Bolsonaro again highlighted the supposedly 
"intolerant" and "aggressive" character of the presidential candidate, as well 

as his positions on human rights and political minorities. Users compared his 
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campaign to that of authoritarian governments and far-right movements. His 

absence in the debates was criticized, as well as his supposed abuse of 
economic power shown in a report by newspaper Folha de São Paulo.  

The report was also the most frequent topic among the most retweeted 
publications about the candidate on Thursday (18), the day that concentrated 

the largest volume of references to Bolsonaro in the period analyzed. The 
messages are mostly critical of the newspaper, accusing it of being in league 

with PT. However, there were also memes with ironic remarks about the 
possibility of revoking the PSL ticket and posts that reinforce the report, 

pointing to an alleged electoral fraud.  

Fernando Haddad 

The 30 most retweeted publications about Fernando Haddad also highlight 

the candidate’s profile; nine of them originated from his account on the 
network – including the most shared one, in which he argued that the second 

round should have been between PT and Ciro Gomes. There was also 
continuous criticism of Bolsonaro, still based on the report by Folha de São 

Paulo, as well as messages that defend the congressman, crediting “fake 
news” to the newspaper’s supposed allegiance with PT.  

On the other hand, Haddad was praised for his “coherence”, education and his 
favorable position to the interests of the minorities. His “tolerant” stance was 

defended by users who highlighted Mano Brown’s speech during a pro-

Haddad rally in Rio de Janeiro, in which the rapper criticized PT. 

On Tuesday (23), the date of the rally, Haddad registered his highest volume 

of daily mentions in the period analyzed, even surpassing his opponent. In 
general, the publications about the event demonstrate support for the 

candidate and the artists who participated in it. However, there were users 
who accused the event of being an electoral crime.  

Other publications with considerable repercussion stated that PT was 
planning a fake attack against Haddad. However, there was a highlight for a 

critical narrative of the candidate, not directly related to the event, in which 

he was accused of being an atheist and communist – the hashtag 
#haddadnãoécristão (Haddad is not a Christian), the fourth most frequent in 

the period analyzed, appeared in 190.8 thousand tweets. 

1.4 The debate on Facebook 

Despite having shown a high volume of engagement in the analyzed period, 

with more than 2.6 million shares, comments and reactions on Tuesday (18), 
which were prompted mostly by a live broadcast, Bolsonaro’s official 
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Facebook page remained stable compared to the previous seven days. We 

registered 8.8 million interactions between October 18 and 24. 

In turn, Haddad’s page reached 7.3 million interactions, 28% more than in the 

previous period. By sustaining the trend of growth already verified in the last 
report — and considering a time of particular stagnation of his opponent — 

the PT candidate is approaching Bolsonaro in this regard, although he is still 
unable to reach him. 

The gap increases when we look at the volume of engagement per post. The 
former Minister of Education published more than double than the 

congressman (140 posts, compared to Bolsonaro’s 57), registering a much 

lower rate. While Bolsonaro has 154,2000 comments, reactions and shares 
per publication on average, Haddad has 52,400.  

Engagement in the pages of the presidential hopefuls - Oct 18 to Oct 24 

!  

1.5 News repercussion 

News articles about the two presidential candidates published from October 
18 to 24 had a total of 84.2 million interactions – among likes, comments and 

shares – in 20,800 links on Facebook and Twitter. This engagement is 36.6% 
higher than in the previous week, when 84.2 million interactions were 

registered in 21.7 thousand links. 

 !  7
!  

DAPP REPORT 



DIRETORIA DE ANÁLISE DE POLÍTICAS PÚBLICAS DA FUNDAÇÃO GETULIO VARGAS

Engagement in news about Bolsonaro and Haddad on Facebook and 
Twitter – Oct 18 to Oct 24 

Source: Facebook and Twitter | Elaborated by: FGV DAPP 

The news piece with the most repercussion on the social networks about 
both presidential hopefuls on the social networks – with 1.3 million 

interactions – presented the results of a voting intention poll showing 
Haddad 2 points ahead of his opponent in the city of São Paulo. 

Three news pieces about Bolsonaro and Haddad with the most 

engagement on Facebook and Twitter – Oct 18 to Oct 24 

2. The economic debate 

The economic debate remained quantitatively stable this week compared to 

last week. However, the actual discussion of economic proposals was very 
scattered, giving room to attacks and defenses around more general issues 

on both sides. Most of the discussions did not deal strictly with economic 
issues, but rather with two alleged financial market tracking carried out by 

the bank BTG Pactual, both of which were fake, showing an extremely 
positive scenario for Bolsonaro on one hand and, on the other, a scenario in 

which Haddad supposedly got much closer to the PSL candidate. 

Engagement

Candidate Links Facebook Twitter Total

Bolsonaro 14,683 57,182,278 1,043,880 58,226,731

Haddad 7,038 25,603,610 420,386 26,024,230

Total 21,721 82,785,888 1,464,266 84,250,961

Publication Headline Twitter Facebook Total

Oct/24

Ibope:Haddad has 51% of the votes in 
the city of São Paulo, and Bolsonaro, 
49% 1,277,089 6,277 1,283,366

24/out
Ibope:Haddad overtakes Bolsonaro in the 
city of São Paulo 1,063,858 3,022 1,066,880

18/out
Haddad and Ciro’s party go to court in 
order to revoke Bolsonaro’s ticket 837,183 1,659 838,842
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Evolution of mentions on Twitter in the economic debate - Oct 18 to Oct 24

!  
On Jair Bolsonaro’s side, after the large repercussion of a news article by 
Folha de S. Paulo regarding charges of abuse of economic power in his 

campaign, there was a peak of mentions related to tweets made by him, in 
which he denied having proposed to raise taxes for the poor and to end the 

Bolsa Família program and the thirteenth salary. More recently, the 

repercussion focused on the positive reactions of the financial market to 
Bolsonaro’s performance in the electoral polls and the possible maintenance 

of Michel Temer’s economic team and government ministers by the 
presidential candidate. Criticism of his proposals for tax reform was also 

relevant in recent days. 

In turn, Fernando Haddad had a peak of mentions on Tuesday (23), one day 

after his participation in the interview program "Roda Viva". In addition to 
highlighting a positive perception about his knowledge in economics, several 

profiles mentioned some of his proposals for the economic area, especially 
the reduction of cooking gas prices and criticism of privatizations. The 

candidate was also the target of criticism due to these same proposals and 

due to the fact that he did not have an “anchor” for the economic area, while 
Paulo Guedes was announced as Jair Bolsonaro’s Ministry of Finance.
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