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Final stage: Last campaign week prompts more than 14.3 million 
tweets and 16 million interactions in the candidates’ pages on 
Facebook.  

The political debate: Bolsonaro is far ahead. Ciro competes for 
second place with Haddad and becomes an influencer of a major 
group in the map of interactions.  

Economic debate: Statements by Bolsonaro’s VP criticizing the 
13th salary propel polarized discussions about labor rights.  
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• 
The opinions expressed by members of departments of the Fundação Getulio Vargas, in which 

they appear identified as such, in articles or interviews published in the media in general, are 

exclusively those of the authors and do not necessarily purport FGV’s institutional position. 

DAPP Report is a publication without any political or party bonding, lead by the Department of 

Public Policy Analysis of Fundação Getulio Vargas (FGV DAPP), which aims to provide an 

analysis of the Brazilian political scene based on the public debate on social networks.  

The analyses produced in this Report do not intend to represent an election poll, but to evaluate 

the social perception in the digital environment regarding the themes of the public agenda, such 

as political actors and public policies. Therefore, we do not authorize the use of our analysis for 

political or party purposes or to endorse particular positions. Further information regarding this 

work can be accessed at dapp.fgv.br/observa2018/metodologia. 

The social network analysis methodology developed by FGV DAPP and used in this report can 

be assessed in the publication “Not so #simple: the challenge of monitoring public policies on 
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social networks” in 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Executive Summary 

● In the final stage of the first round, the debate about the presidential 

hopefuls on the social networks reached 14.3 million tweets on 

Twitter and 16 million engagements on the candidates’ pages on 
Facebook; 

● Bolsonaro came into the final campaign week with daily volumes 

higher than 1 million, both in Facebook interactions and in mentions 
on Twitter, where he garnered 9.5 million tweets in one week; 

● With Bolsonaro gaining distance, a new polarization was formed 

between Haddad and Ciro, who compete for second place on the 
networks; 

● A map of interactions with 4,371,498 retweets shows that Ciro’s 
support group was incorporated by a major group that rejects 

Bolsonaro and that now has the PDT candidate as one of the main 
actors;  

● The repercussion of Cabo Daciolo’s return to the TV debates 

prompted the formation of a new group in the map of interactions 
supporting his candidacy, and he jumped from the 10th to the 4th 

position on Twitter; 

● A news piece about an alleged concealment of property by Bolsonaro 

had the highest repercussion among news highlighting the 
presidential hopefuls, with 448.3 thousand interactions on the 

networks. 

● Statements by general Hamilton Mourão, Bolsonaro’s VP, criticizing 
the 13th salary propelled the economic debate with polarized 

mentions about labor rights. 
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1. The debate about the candidates 

With the approach of the first round, which has been increasingly mobilized 
around alliances and potential vote transfers, the flow of increases and 

decreases in the debate about the presidential hopefuls has accelerated – 
there were 14.3 million tweets about the candidates between Thursday (27) 

and last Wednesday (03). However, Jair Bolsonaro is an exception, as he is 
consolidated ahead of the others as the central actor of the scenario in the 

social networks, garnering daily volumes of more than 1 million tweets and 
Facebook interactions. The candidate was mentioned 9.5 million times on 

Twitter and mobilized 9.3 million interactions on his Facebook page.  

And in the final stage, a second polarization has been established between 
Ciro Gomes and Fernando Haddad, seeking to expand (or at least maintain) 

groups who propagate and encourage votes. The PT candidate continues to 
be supported by the PT’s institutional and supportive profiles, and Ciro has 

been increasingly mobilizing towards conversations with the small support 
groups of Marina Silva and Geraldo Alckmin, in addition to a significant group 

that opposes Bolsonaro and is not aligned with any partisan group. However, 
he has not been able to establish dominance over this group so far, despite 

the strong engagement of his followers for an increase of his presence in the 
web. 

1.1 Map of interactions in the debate via Twitter 
Between September 26 and October 2, we collected 6,261,760 tweets and 
4,617,633 retweets from a sample of 50% of the debate about the 

presidential elections. Excluding the interactions made by automated 
accounts, we were left with 4,371,498 retweets that were organized in five 

main groups, as shown in the map of interactions. 
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Map of interactions without bots about the presidential hopefuls 
4,371,498 retweets | analysis date: Sept 26 to Oct 02 

!  

Yellow group: Includes profiles who share statements and memes about 

candidate Cabo Daciolo. Includes the profiles of Cabo Daciolo and José 
Maria Eymael.  

Red group: Includes the profiles supporting Fernando Haddad and 
Guilherme Boulos. Includes the profiles of Fernando Haddad and 

Guilherme Boulos. Includes the profiles of Fernando Haddad, Guilherme 
Boulos and Vera Lúcia.  

Pink group: Includes profiles that are not aligned with any candidate, but 
also profiles supporting Ciro Gomes. Includes Ciro Gomes’ profile.  

Orange group: Includes support groups of João Amôedo, Marina Silva and 

Geraldo Alckmin. Includes the profiles of João Amôedo, Marina Silva, 
Geraldo Alckmin, Alvaro Dias and Henrique Meirelles.  
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Blue Group Includes profiles supporting Jair Bolsonaro. Includes Jair 

Bolsonaro’s profile.  

Pink Group 
Defined by the rejection of Bolsonaro, the pink group decrease by 2 percent 

in the proportion of profiles but continues to be the one garnering the most 
accounts in the debate (46.8%) and the second one in terms of interactions 

(28.3%) In general, the group has a progressive bias, and shared several posts 
from the #elenão (not him) movement last week. Although they do not 

demonstrate clear alignment with any party, the group once again merged 

with Ciro Gomes’ support group in this final stage of the campaign. Posts by 
the PDT candidate appeared among the most popular in the group, among 

which we highlight a criticism of Bolsonaro’s admiration for former DOI-
CODI (the Brazilian intelligence and repression agency during the military 

dictatorship) chief Brilhante Ustra. 

Blue Group 
Bolsonaro’s support group remained stable and in second place in volume of 
profiles (18.6%), as well as the most cohesive in the map of interactions, with 

46.2% of the retweets. Bolsonaro is the main influencer in the group and 
strongly defends his candidacy in his posts. The tweet with the most 

repercussion in the group this week was made by the congressman, in which 

he mocks the PSDB for appearing more in Alckmin’s TV time than the 
candidate himself. 

Red group: 
Supporting the left wing, especially the PT and the PSOL, this group garnered 

16.6% of the profiles (an increase of 5 percent) and produced 19.2% of the 
interactions of the debate. Its main tweet was by Guilherme Boulos, in which 

he criticizes the publicity made by Judge Sérgio Moro around the state’s 
evidence turned by Antonio Palocci. The group also criticized Bolsonaro’s 

statement about not accepting the result of the elections and shared a news 

piece by Veja about the judicial process against him. 

Yellow Group 
With the return of candidate Cabo Daciolo to the TV debates, a new group 
has appeared in the map of interactions supporting him. The profiles share 

videos, memes and statements by the candidate. The group has 10% of the 
profiles and made 3.2% of the interactions in the map 

Orange Group 
Also with a stable volume of debate compared to last week (4% of the profiles 

and 2.5% of the interactions), this group demonstrates support for João 
Amôedo, but also has profiles supporting Marina and Alckmin, to a lesser 
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extent. The main tweets include posts by the candidates themselves and 

requests for the population to choose a third way, considering the 
polarization between Bolsonaro and Haddad.  

1.2. General debate on Twitter 

Jair Bolsonaro consolidated himself far ahead in first place in volume of 

references on Twitter, with around 9.5 million mentions between 
September 27 and October 03. Among the publications retweeted the most 

about the PSL candidate, we highlight those criticizing the image shared this 
Wednesday (03) of two of the candidate’s allies who broke a sign honoring 

murdered city council member Marielle Franco. When compared to the other 

candidates, however, Bolsonaro is praised. There is a recurring discourse 
about the fact that his campaign was made with no money and no TV time, 

but still reached the electors due to its “simplicity”.   

Evolution of mentions on Twitter - Top 10 - Sept 27 to Oct 03 

!  

Since Monday (1st), Ciro Gomes has surpassed Fernando Haddad in daily 

volume of mentions; however, in the week’s accumulated volume the PDT 
and PT candidates continue to compete fiercely for the second place, each 

of them appearing in around 1.8 million tweets in the period analyzed. Ciro 

continues to be mostly associated with an agenda focused on the 2nd round 
and in building a third way against Haddad and Bolsonaro, propelled by 
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movements encouraging the union of his candidacy with Alckmin’s and 

Marina’s. To a lesser extent, Ciro was criticized due to some of his actions 
being seen as sexist and offensive. 

In turn, Haddad’s mentions were mixed in the last few days.  On one hand, 
supporters of his campaign emphasized Bolsonaro’s negative attributes, 

shared moments of the demonstrations against him (with a highlight for the 
women’s movements) and accused the latest polls of serving the “interests” 

of groups who want to destabilize the PT’s candidacy – an argument that was 
also used in publications about the disclosure of Antonio Palocci’s state’s 

evidence by judge Sérgio Moro. On the other hand, he was criticized for being 

a candidate that will not have enough strength or autonomy to govern, 
should he be elected. For these users, Haddad is only Lula’s “shadow”.  The 

critical posts also highlighted Palocci’s state’s evidence as a proof of the PT’s 
corruption and stated that having Manuela as VP would distance the ticket of 

Christian electors due to her positions about abortion and other agendas. 

Cabo Daciolo moved from the 10th to the 4th position in volume of 

mentions due to the repercussion of his participation in debates. 
References to the candidate this Sunday and Monday represented more than 

60% of the total of seven days analyzed. In general, these are comical memes 
and posts that mention the presidential hopeful’s statements in the question-

and-answer session and in a live transmission made by him. There were, 

however, mentions who support him as an honest and truly Christian 
candidate – especially in opposition to what is supposedly the “false” image of 

a Christian by Bolsonaro.  

1.3. The debate on Facebook 

In a week of heated debate about the presidential race – whether due to the 

proximity of the vote or due to the wave demonstrations this weekend –, the 
engagement on the Facebook pages of the presidential candidates has 

grown.  There were 16 million reactions, comments and shares, 50.9% more 
than in last week’s analysis.  

Bolsonaro was the candidate with highest growth (138%), having 

accumulated more than one million daily interactions since Saturday. The 
presidential hopeful had his highest volume of engagement on Monday, with 

a highlight for two videos of a live transmission that registered, together, 
more than four million views, in current data. Even outside of the spotlights 

in the race, Amoêdo remained in 2nd place in the ranking of engagement, 
with an increase of 12% compared to last week. Ciro Gomes also grew (79%) 

and surpassed Haddad in the competition for the 3rd place; the PT 

 !  7
!  

DAPP REPORT 



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC POLICY ANALYSIS OF FUNDAÇÃO GETULIO VARGAS

candidate, in turn, remained stable with around 1.1 million reactions, 

comments and shares. 

Engagement in pages of political actors 
Top 10 – Sept 25 to Oct 03 

!  

1.4. News repercussion 

The engagement – shares, comments and likes – in the news about the 

presidential candidates summed 56.2 million interactions (in 21.8 thousand 
links) on Twitter and Facebook between September 27 and October 03. The 

candidates whose news had the most engagement were Bolsonaro with 35.9 
million interactions in 12.2 thousand links; Haddad with 9.7 million in 4.4 

thousand links); and Ciro, with 4 thousand in 1.8 thousand links.  
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Engagement in news about presidential candidates on Facebook and 
Twitter – Sept 26 to Oct 03 

Source: Facebook and Twitter | Elaborated by: FGV DAPP 

Among the news highlighting each candidate, the three news with the largest 
repercussion were: the concealment of property from the Electoral Courts 

by Bolsonaro (448.3 thousand interactions); the fifteenth visit of Haddad to 
Lula in prison (223.2 thousand); and the indication that  Amoêdo appeared 

ahead of Marina in a poll for the first time (167.6 thousand). 

Engagement

Candidate Links Facebook Twitter Total

Bolsonaro 12,257 35,346,496 641,123 35,987,619

Haddad 4,483 9,570,241 200,828 9,771,069

Ciro 1,850 4,050,262 44,791 4,095,053

Alckmin 1,816 2,337,078 43,157 2,380,235

Amoêdo 239 1,576,686 22,814 1,599,500

Marina 470 757,173 10,193 767,366

Daciolo 232 724,015 7,863 731,878

Boulos 149 269,418 9,316 278,734

Meirelles 204 248,462 5,224 253,686

João Goulart 28 178,422 1,706 180,128

Eymael 25 173,800 1,425 175,225

Álvaro Dias 43 37,513 2,303 39,816

Vera Lúcia 21 6,121 385 6,506

21,817 55,275,687 991,128 56,266,815
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News piece with the most engagement on each presidential candidate on 
Facebook and Twitter – Sept 26 to Oct 03 

Source: Facebook and Twitter | Elaborated by: FGV DAPP 

Publication Headline Twitter Facebook Total

Sept/28 Bolsonaro concealed assets valued at R$ 
2.6 million from the Electoral Courts 

according to data from notary offices

3,026 445,275 448,301

Oct 1st Haddad goes to jail for the 15th time to 
receive instructions from Lula

1,586 221,671 223,257

Oct 1st Amoêdo appears ahead of Marina Silva 

for the first time according to FSB Poll - 
Jovem Pan Online

21 167,608 167,629

Oct 3rd Ciro mocks Bolsonaro’s absence in 
debate and says that he is “a 3 reais bill"

398 153,419 153,817

Sept/30 Daciolo: homosexuals are in the same 

category as corrupt politicians and 
outlaws

4 128,733 128,737

Sept/27 This election could be Ciro’s, Alckmin’s 

and Marina’s goodbye from politics, says 
Carlos Melo

21 106,431 106,452

Oct 3rd Son of Marina Silva’s VP transfers his 
support to Ciro Gomes

189 28,420 28,609

Oct 1st Álvaro Dias attacks Lula with fake news 

in debate at Record | Fórum Magazine
362 12,869 13,231

Oct 1st Boulos: Moro works for the political 
campaign and is a federal judge in his 

free time

456 10,489 10,945

Sept/30 In teams of 2, Ciro, Meirelles and Marina 
attack Bolsonaro and polarization

5 6,136 6,141

Oct 2nd The PT has blatantly betrayed the 
working class, says Vera Lúcia

34 1,253 1,287

Oct 2nd Goulart Filho proposes ‘equal pay for 

equal work’ for men and women
10 148 158

Oct 2nd Eymael questions the electronic voting 
system and says there has been fraud in 

the past

12 77 89
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2. The economic debate 

With the elections drawing near, this week’s economic debate registered a 

significant increase in mentions for all candidates. Labor rights were the 
predominant theme, especially in association with the statement by general 

Hamilton Mourão, whether under a tone of criticism or support. As a result, 
Bolsonaro remained the most mentioned candidate in the economic debate, 

with an increase of 46% in mentions compared to last week. In addition to 
Mourão’s statements about the 13th salary and other labor rights, there was 

some repercussion of the news pieces by the Veja magazine and the O Globo 
newspaper about Bolsonaro’s property, which is supposedly larger than what 

he declared.  

Evolution of mentions on Twitter – Top 10 on the economic debate 
 Sept 26 to Oct 3 

!  

Another highlight were the comments about the positive reaction of the 

market and the drop of dollar prices after the release of voting intention polls 

in the last few days. The discussion around the issue has become quite 
polarized: Bolsonaro’s voters have stated that the candidate will attract 

investments and improve the economy; Haddad’s supporters made a 
comparison with the reaction of the market at the time of Lula’s candidacy 

and during the PT administration, when it began reacting well to the 
economic policy. 
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Haddad was the second most mentioned candidate about economic issues 

but had a very disperse debate. In addition to the repercussion of the 
statements made during his campaign, especially a tweet where he 

reprobates Mourão’s statement, he mobilized comments with his proposal of 
not collecting income tax from workers who receive up to five minimum 

wages. In third place, Ciro had an increase of more than 100% compared to 
last week. The criticism by the candidate of Mourão’s statements also 

prompted references and were the main topics associated with Ciro. In 
addition, a tweet of support for Ciro in the last few days, in which he 

mentions measures to recover the economy and actions directed to 

education has propelled an increasing volume of mentions to the candidate.
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