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Bolsonaro administration: Moro’s appointment for the 
Ministry of Justice is the main highlight in the debate, 
accumulating more than 500 thousand tweets.  

Thematic debate: corruption and the economic agenda were 
the two themes with the most impact associated with the 
transition into the administration of the president-elect.  

Economic debate: Agribusiness, the Social Security Reform 
and tax burden were the most relevant topics, as well as the 
salary raise for STF ministers.  

 

Executive Summary 

● Moro’s appointment for the Ministry of Justice is the main highlight in 
the debate about Jair Bolsonaro’s administration, accumulating more 

than 500 thousand tweets between November 1st and 7. 

● Corruption and the economic agenda were the two themes with the 

most impact associated with the transition into the administration of 
the president-elect; despite its low relevance during the elections, 

education increased its presence on the networks after the second 
round. 

● In the economic debate, issues related to agribusiness, the Social 

Security Reform and tax burden were the most relevant, as well as 

the repercussion of the salary raise for STF ministers. 
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1. Debate about the Bolsonaro 
administration 

1.1 Map of interactions in the debate via Twitter 

As the political debate on Twitter starts to organize itself around Bolsonaro 

and his future administration, there has been a decrease in the role played by 
the opposition group aligned with the PT, with a group of profiles opposed to 

the president-elect, but who are not PT supporters, positioning themselves 
as the strongest counterpoint to the pro-Bolsonaro group. From November 

1st to 6, there were 3,124,259 retweets about Bolsonaro, disregarding 
automated interactions – which summed 143,498 posts. The blue group, 

which supports the future president, garnered the highest percentage of 

interactions in the debate (54.25% of the retweets, more than the sum of the 
other groups) and 31% of the profiles. 

In the opposition, the red group, which is pro-PT, concentrated 19.1% of the 
profiles and 26% of the interactions. It remains very active and relevant; 

however, the pink group, which is independent and not aligned with any 
party, and which has been interacting more regularly with profiles of the 

traditional press, garnered 37.7% of the profiles in the graph (almost double). 
Regarding the volume of messages, the pink group continues to show the 

lowest participation: 15.8% of the retweets.  

Lastly, we must also highlight a new yellow group, which had already been 
identified last week and does not act directly in the same group as Bolsonaro, 

but criticizes his opposers, comments about news on his future 
administration and positions itself contrary to the left wing. This group had 

4.2% of the profiles and 1.8% of the interactions in the graph from November 
1st to 7. 
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Pink group, 37.7% of the profiles: opposition group formed by independent 
profiles who interact with the traditional press.  

Red group, 19.1% of the profiles: opposition group aligned with the PT.  
Yellow group, 4.2% of the profiles: right-wing profiles who criticize 

Bolsonaro’s opposers.  
Blue group, 31% of the profiles: group supporting Bolsonaro.  

1.2 This week’s debate on Twitter 

From November 1st to 7, Jair Bolsonaro was mentioned in 3.78 million 

publications on Twitter. His appointment of judge Sergio Moro for the 

Ministry of Justice had great repercussion: almost 15% of the references to 
the president-elect also include the future minister. There were around 504 

thousand tweets about Moro, including criticism – especially related to Lula’s 

 !  3
!  

DAPP REPORT 



DIRETORIA DE ANÁLISE DE POLÍTICAS PÚBLICAS DA FUNDAÇÃO GETULIO VARGAS

conviction (the former president was cited in around 102 thousand mentions 

to the judge) – and compliments, which see Moro’s acceptance of the 
appointment as an indication that Bolsonaro means well regarding one of the 

main flags of his campaign: the fight against corruption. 

Bolsonaro’s VP, general Hamilton Mourão, is the second actor associated the 

most with the president-elect in this initial transition period, with 89.8 
thousand references. In addition to criticism and memes about his 

“authoritarianism” and about the often negative impact of his controversial 
statements, the general was also mentioned positively due to interviews he 

granted to the foreign press and the creation of his personal profile on 

Twitter. 

In third place in this ranking is senator Magno Malta (62.7 thousand tweets), 

who has been considered for the potential new Ministry of the Family, which 
prompted a polarization on the network: on one hand, he is seen as a loyal 

Bolsonaro supporter and a good Christian; on the other hand, he is seen as 
being possibly involved in schemes associated with the “old politics”. In this 

dispute, the hashtags #magnomaltanão (“not Magno Malta”, with 8.1 
thousand tweets) and #magnomaltasim (“yes Magno Malta”, with 5.4 

thousand) gained space. 

   

Main actors associated with Jair Bolsonaro on Twitter  

In the first week of November, the main macro theme that prevailed in the 
posts about Jair Bolsonaro was Corruption, largely due to the announcement 
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of Sergio Moro as the new ministry of Justice, which was seen by some users 

as a signal of strictness in the fight against this problem. The next main theme 
was Economy, with a very multifaceted debate which encompassed, for 

instance, discussions about the Social Security Reform and unemployment.  

Regarding public security, there was a highlight for statements by the 

president-elect about the need to act in order to reduce crime rates, and also 
criticism of the choice of congressman Julian Lemos for the transition team, 

due to investigations involving a report of aggression against his sister and 
his ex-wife. Education, in turn, had tweets criticizing teachers and supporting 

the ideas of the movement “Escola sem Partido” (schools with no political 

parties), as well as references to the so-called “gay kit”, some supporting 
Bolsonaro and others highlighting fake news regarding this topic.  

  
Main themes associated with Jair Bolsonaro on Twitter  

2. The economic debate 

This week, the economic debate was propelled mostly by three themes: 

taxes, agribusiness and the Social Security Reform. Regarding agribusiness, 
this happened due to the definition of the minister of Agriculture, Tereza 

Cristina, and the debate about its potential merge with the Ministry of the 
Environment. Regarding taxes and the topic of Social Security, there was an 

interlacing of the two themes; both had a peak of interactions on November 
2 – 44.3 thousand and 35.7 thousand interactions, respectively. The 

highlight of the debate on Twitter was the creation of new taxes – the 
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potential recreation of the CPMF (the Provisional Contribution on Financial 

Transactions), for instance – in order to fund Social Security. 

The debate about the Social Security Reform was influenced mainly by the 

relevance of the topic in Bolsonaro’s economic agenda. In the debate on 
Twitter, there were comparisons between the Brazilian reform and the 

Chilean model, and comments about the impact and criticism of the salary 
raise for STF ministers which was passed by the Senate, which also caused 

repercussion. The profiles in the platform also associated the salary raise to 
the theme of unemployment – due to the difficult situation of the millions of 

unemployed people in the country. 
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